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1 CHRON. iv. 10. 


And Jaber called on the God of Iſrael, ſay- 
ing, O that thou wouldeſt bleſs me indeed, 
and enlarge my Coaſt; and that thine 
Hand might be with me; and that thou 
wouldeſt keep me from Evil, that it might 
not grieve me. And God granted unto 
bim that whith he requeſted, 


HIS Chapter, with ſeveral 
others, contain an Account of 
dle Families of the Children of 
ITfael. The Perſon whom theſe 
Words concern was of that 
Race, but of what particu- 
lar Family is not very evident. He is 
declared to be more honourable than his 
Brethren in the Verſe preceding, vis. 
for his Piety, as we have reaſon to con- 
elude from theſe Words, which are taken 
by ſome as a Vow, by others as a ſolemn 


EI 


R Quis hic ſuerit non _— neque quis Pater vel Avus 
ipſius. 
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4 Diſcourſe on tbe 
Deprecationꝰ. The latter Senſe is agree- 


able to me. In this Commendation of 
Jobe we may 3 | 


I. His ſolemn Worſhipping af God ; 
He called on the God of lirael. 
II. The Favours he humbly aſked. 
Kage The gracious Anſwer he received; 
| God 3 unto him that which be 
"TN 


1. We are to u coplider his folemn Wor- 
ſhi ping of God. I ſhall, 

Fr Attend to the Title the great 
Jehovah has here given him. 

Secondly, To Fabez, his Adoration of 


him. 1 
Firſt, It will be proper ro take Notice 


| of the Character aſcribed to the Divine Be- 


ing, which is the God of Iſrael. This Name 
I/rael was given to Faces upon his wreſtling 
with God by Prayer and prevailing ©; 
which Name his natural Poſterity afterwards 
bore; by it the Body of the Fewiſh Nation is 
frequently defigned, as in theſe Words, But 
Iſrael, 'which followed after the Law of 


v Votum fuit conditionale, quid vero promiſing fit eo voto 
reticetur. Nam ſicut Hebraei in jurando, Poenam quam in 
ſe imprecantur ſaepe omittunt, ita etiam quandoque, votum 
five promifſum tacent in precibus eorum. Alii volunt eſſe 
formulam deprecativam & 2x fi affirmative capiendum pro 
utinam. Poli Snopſ. in lac. 
Gen. xxxii. 28, 


Righte- 


Prayer of Jabez., 5 
Righteouſneſs, hath not attained to the Law 
of Righteouſneſs*, Thus alſo in the ſame 
piſtle, 1/rae/ hath not obtained that which 
he ſeeketh fore. The Lord ſtiles himſelf 
the God of this People in general; 1 am 


T be Lord thy God*. Which Words refer to 


the Jews underſtood collectively, and deſign 
taking them under his providential Care 
and Protection, and conferring upon them 
ſuch Immunities as no other Nation in the 
Earth at that Time enjoyed; but are 
not expreſſive of God's ſtanding in an ever- 
laſting Relation to them, by virtue of the“ 
Covenant of Grace. In other Places, a 
peculiar People among them, with many 
of the Gentiles, are plainly deſigned: Thus 
in theſe Words of the Apoſtle, And ſo all 
Iſrael ſhall be javed®. The whole Race of 
the eus cannot be here intended, for they 
were not all eternally ſaved; and ſince the 
Apoſtle in this Place deſignedly treats of 
the Calling of the Gentiles, he muſt in- 
tend, by the Term Jrael, a ſpecial and 
peculiar Number of Perſons, of the Few= 
:/þ, and Gentile Race: To whom God 
ſtands in a new Covenant-Relation, or he 
is their God in ſuch a Senſe, as he is not 
the God of any others; he became ſo, in 
all that he is and has, by an Act of free 
Donation, 


d Rom. ix. 31. Chap. xi. 7. „ Exod. N. 2. 
$ Rom. xi. 26. : . , 
1. God 


' 


6 A Diſcourſe on the 
1. God gave himſelf to them, which 


is evident from that comprehenſive Pro- 
miſe of the new Covenant, And they ſhall 


be my People, and I will ge their God"; 


The Father formed a Reſolution in 


Eternity to render the Elect happy; and 


in infinite Wiſdom fixed upon Methods no 
leſs ſurprizing than effectual, to bring 
about this gracious Intention: All his De- 
crees are ſubſervient to this Purpoſe, and 
his Acts in Providence as well as Grace 
tend to its Accompliſhment; ſo that the 
Whole of what he does, is wiſely calcula- 
ted, to promote the Happineſs of thoſe to 


whom he ſtands in a foederal Relation. Ir 1s 


his unalterable Determination to enjoy, and 
for ever to be enjoyed by them, or eternal ly 
to communicate conſummate Bliſs, and 
inconceivable Glory to them in Heaven. 


With very good Reaſon therefore, it may 


be concluded, that the Perſon of the Fa- 


ther is theirs. 
2. This is as true of the Son, who, 


with the Father, concurred in the Do- 


ſign of their eternal Salvation, and is gt- 


ven to them, and for them; For God ſo 


loved the WW orld that he gave his only be- 

otten Son i. This Donation of Chriſt was 
the Reſult of his own, as it is of the Fa- 
ther's good Pleaſure. All that he did, or 


| Þ Jer. xxxii. 38. John iii. 16. 


acts, 


| Prayer of Jabe. 7 
acts, is with a manifeſt View to the Wel- 
fare of theſe Perſons: His Aſſumption of 
our Nature, obeying the Law, ſuffering 
on the Croſs, and riſing from the Dead, 

his Aſcenſion to Heaven, and making In- 
terceſſion there, all directly tend to ſecure 
the everlaſting Felicity of God's Choſen. 
Whence it is eaſy to obſerve, that God the 
Son is become theirs. 

3. They have the ſame Intereſt in the 
Holy Spirit, who is alſo given to them: 
Becauſe the Love of God 1s ſhed abroad in 
our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, who is given 
unto us *, The third Perſon in the Trini- 
ty agrees with the Father and the Son in 
carrying on the Deſign of the Salvation of 
Sinners: He is notleſs concerned in this great 
Affair; purſuant to the Father's Purpoſe in 
Election, and the Son's in Redemption, 

the Holy Spirit quickens the Elect, when 
dead in Sin, and continues his Influences 
upon them, to ripen the Work of Grace 
in them, until it is perfected in Glory. 
At the Time of Regeneration he enters 
into the Soul, and remains there as a Spi- 
rit of Illumination and Conſolation: He 
hall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever', Thus 
all the Perſons in the Godhead are the 
Saints. 


k Rom. v. 35. |} John xv. 16. 
fax | All 


=: IJ Diſcourſe on the 


All the Divine Attributes are the 
Elects; every Perfection in God diſplays 
it ſelf in bringing about their Balva- 
tion. 

1.) Love gave birth to the Defign, and 


runs through every Part of it. Our Pre- 


deſtination to immortal Dignity and Ho- 
nour, ſuch as is proper to the Sons of 
God, is to the Praiſe of the Glory of Free 
Grace”. All the Steps that God has 
took in order to its Accompliſhment, are 
Fruits of the ſame infinite Goodneſs. All 
his Procedures towards theſe Perſons 


ſpring from, and are perfectly con- 


fiſtent with his Love to them. Hence 
the Apoſtle Jon obſerves, that God 7s 
Love n, 1. e. to thoſe who by his Spirit 
know and believe their Intereſt in Divine 
Favour. 

2.) The Wiſdom of God hath 'as deep- 
ly intereſted ir ſelf in promoting of the 
Saints Happineſs: His Love and Grace 


Formed the Reſolution, and Wiſdom di- 


rected to all the Means leading on to the 
Execution. As only boundleſs Grace could 
give:Riſe to the ſtupendous Decree of ſa- 
ving Sinners, ſo infinite , Wiſdom alone 


could ſurmount the Difficulties attending 


it, and point out Methods ſuitable to ac- 
compliſh it. In our Salvation Sin is par- 


w Eph. i. 5, 6. D 1 John iv. 16. 
doned 


Prayer of Jabez. 9 
doned and yet puniſhed; we eſcape the 
Curſe of the Law notwithſtanding its juſt 
Menaces are ſuffered; we are delivered 
from the awful Stroke of Sin-avenging Ju- 
ſtice, and yer it loſes nothing of its De- 
mands. We are wholly unable to obey 
the Law, but yet we are juſtified by it, and 
pronounced perfectly righteous; all which 
is through the Obedience and Sufferings 
of Chriſt for us. This Way of ſecuring 
Divine Honour, in conjunction with our 
Happineſs, ſufficiently evinces, that infi- 
nite Wiſdom contrived our Recovery. 

For this Reaſon the Apoſtle calls the Go- 
ſpel, which is a Revelation hereof, the 
Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery; and the bid- 
den Wiſdom, that God rr dained fo our 
Glory o. 

) The Power of God has ever acted 
in favour of the Elect. Such Obſtructi- 
ons attended their Salvation that Omnipo- 
tence only could remove ; and ſuch Ad- 
verſaries are engaged againſt them, that 
almighty Power alone could conquer. 
They are naturally in ſuch a State which 
requires the Exertion of the ſame unlimi- 
ted Power to meeten them for Glory, 
And the Number, Policy, and Vigilance 
of their Enemies, with their own Weak- 


neſs, make it neceſſary for them to expect 


® 3 Cor. 1 7, 
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10 A Diſcourſe on the 
all their Protection from above. Their 
Redemption was a Work of Divine Power; 
hence Chriſt, as crucified, is ſaid to be the 
Power as well as the Wiſdom of God v. Nor 
is this Divine Perfection leſs apparent in 
their Preſervation to Glory, who are kept 
by the Power of God unto Salvation *, © 
4.) Divine Faithfulneſs ſtands engaged 
for the Security of God's People. Many 
and full are the Promiſes that refer to the 
Salvation of Vael: All which may be 
ſafely relied on, becauſe of the eternal Ve- 
racity of their infinitely great Author, 
who it is abſolutely impoſſible ſhould' ever 
fail of accompliſhing what he has given 
his Word to do for any. This the Apoſtle 
improves as an Encouragement to Faith, 
under Suffer ings for the Goſpel's ſake; Tue 
believe not, yet he abideth faithful, be cannot 
deny 22 Fr. He is not mutable; as Crea- 
tures are, but is eternally above all Vari- 
ableneſs or ſhadow of Turning He never 
declines in his Fayour, nor ſinks below his 
gracious Engagements. ' Since therefore 
he defigned, and has promiſed the com- 
pleat Happineſs of his own, as appears in 
theſe Words, In hope of eternal woes 
which God that cannot lye promiſed , 
57 be juſtly gs that ny ſrall be 


v x Cor. i. 24. 4 1 Pet . 4 Tim. i 13. 
=, * i. 17. t Titus i. 2. | x- 
ſan- 


Prayer of Jabez- 11 


ſancti ed wholly, that their Soul, Body and 
Spirit, ſhall be 2 blameleſs unto the 
Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; as the 
ſame Apoſtle obſerves, Faithful is he that 


calleth you, who alſo will do it u. 
5.) The Juſtice of God acts in favour 


of the Ele&, as well as the other Divine 


Perfections; that is an Attribute which 
ſtrikes a gullty Creature, without hope of 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, with the greateſt 
Terror; it ſpeaks nothing but eternal De- 
ſtruction to a Sinner out of him, and 
therefore the Conſideration of it muſt be 
moſt awful, without a View of his Satiſ- 
faction. But as its Demands have been 
fully anſwered by Chriſt, the Surety of 
his People, it concurs with Goodneſs in 
promoting their Salvation; Mercy and 
Truth are met together, Righteouſneſs and 
Peace have kiſſed each other w. Since ple- 
nary Satisfaction is made for the Sins of 
the Elect, this Perfection in God ſtands en- 
gaged for their Security. Juſtice to Chriſt 


their Head, who ſuffered for them, re- 


quires their eternal Felicity; and there- 
fore this Divine Attribute, which cannot 


be thought of, by guilty Creatures as ſuch, 
without the greatelt Emotion, aftords ſo- 


lid Peace and Tranquillity, to thoſe who are 


nnn in Chriſt, becauſe the Honour 


vx x Theſ. v. 23, 24. „ms 
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12 A Diſcourſe on the 
of it is as'much concerned in their Happi- 


neſs as the Glory of rich Grace; whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation, 
through Faith in his Blood, to declare his 
Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſſion of Sins that 
are paſt, through the Forbearance of God. 
To declare, J jay, at this Time his Righte- 
ouſneſs, that be might be juſt, i. e. appear 
to be juſt, and the Fuſtiſier of him which 
believeth in Feſus *. 

2. All that God has is the Saints: His 


infinite Treaſures of Grace and Glory are 


all made theirs by an Act of his ſovereign 
Will, in order to their eternal Hap- 
pineſs. 

(1.) His Grace, He is infinitely rich in 
Mercy in himſelf; 5ut God who is rich in 
Mercy v. And he has an immenſe Stock 
of Grace by him, which he deſigned to 
communicate to the Objects of his Favour ; 
hence ſays the Pſalmiſt, O! how great is 
thy Goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for 
" them that fear thee ; which thou haſt wrought 
for them that truſt in thee before the Sons of 
Men. The Apoſtle Peter ſtiles the Lord, 
the God of all Grace. There is no Grace 
the Saints can need, but it is in their Cove- 
nant-God, and will be communicated to 
them. As guilty Creatures Pardon i is ne- 


* Rom. iii. 25, 26. Y Eph. ii. 4. Plal. XXXi. 19. 


F x Pet. v: 10. 


we. 


Prayer of Jabez 13 
ceſſary, this they plentifully receive, yea, 
equal to the Greatneſs of their Guilt, how 
much ſoever it is aggravated; in whom we 
have Redemption through his Blood, even 


the Forgiveneſs of Sins, accordiug to the 


Riches of bis Grace*. As ſtripp'd of origi- 
nal Righteouſneſs, a compleat one they 
muſt be furniſhed with from another, in 
order to their Acceptance; this they have 
in Chriſt, according to the ſame Grace. 


As polluted Creatures, Holineſs is neceſſa- 


ry to be wrought in them, to meeten them 
for everlaſting Happineſs ; this aiſo they 
partake of, from the ſame Fountain of God's 
Free Grace. Their Regeneration is an Ef- 
fect of that abundant Mercy © which there is 


in their heavenly Father. As they are 


weak or unable to defend themſelves, and 


their Enemies are numerous and potent, 


continued Supplies of Grace are abſolute- 
ly needful to preſerve them from falling; 
this ſhall not be wanting to them, For 


God will ſupply all their Need, according. 


to his Riches in Glory, i Xe, in Chriſt 
Teſus * Thus the God of all Grace, will 
_ diſpenſe all that Grace which is neceſſary for 
them; he will give Grace, yea, more 


- 


Grace to the bumble*, whatever they 


need. 
b Eph. i. 7. Titus iii. 7. 41 Pet. i. 3. 
© Phil. iv. 19. f Pal Ixxxiv. 11. 8 James iv. 6. 


(2.) Glory 
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14 A Diſcourſe on the 

(2.) Glory is made theirs; a never fail- 
ing Fountain of which there 1s in we 
hence he is ſtiled the Father of Glory *. 
he is the Father of Lights, becauſe all foi 
ritual Illumination and eternal Rays of 
Light ſpring from him. Our Ideas of the 
happy State of Staints departed fall vaſtly 
below the Greatneſs of its Glory: It doth 
not yet appear, i.e. it is not at preſent 
known what we ſhall be*, The moſt we 
are now able to ſay of heavenly Bliſs, is, 
that it conſiſts in uninterrupted Commu- 
nion with God and Chriſt, and transform- 
ing Views of his ever glorious Perſon, 
who is fairer than the Children of Men“: 
When he ſhall appear we ſhall be like him, 
for we ſhall ſee bim as he is. Chriſt, the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs", ſheds Beams of 
Light upon all the Inhabitants of the up- 
per World, which they reflect to their 
mutual Pleature and Admiration, as we 
are fully aſſured ; but while we are here our 
Conceprions cannot riſe up to the Bleſſedneſs 
of that State, the Imperfection of our pre- 
ſent, renders us unable to form adequate 
Ideas of the amazing Glory of our future 
State. It is not poſſible to know' what the 
Happineſs of Heaven is before its Enjoy- 
ment ; it is an exceeding and an eternal 


_" Eph. i. 17, 4 James i. 17. 1 1 Jcha ii. 2. 
Pal. xlv. 2, "Mal. Iv. 2. J l 


Weight 


Prayer of Jabez. 15 


4 eight of Glory; it far exceeds the Com- 


paſs of our imperfect Underſtandings, we 
cannot comprehend it; and the Weakneſs 
of our mortal Frame, which muſt be 
changed in order to bear it. Now all this 
inconceivable Glory is abſolutely given to 
God's Jrael, by him who is the Source 
of it, and is able to preſerve them to it: 
In hope of eternal Life, which God that 
cannot lye promiſed before the World be- 
gan . 
There are ſeveral Things concerning the 
Act of God's giving himſelf to his 1/rae! 
very worthy of our Notice. As, 

1. It was an Act of pure Grace. This 
Procedure of God, in favour of his People, 
can be reſolved into no other Cauſe, than 
that of his own good Pleaſure. He ſtands 


in ſuch a Relation to them which he does 
not to others; but it is not becauſe they 


are preferable to thoſe who have no ſuch 
foederal Intereſt in him, their Nature is as 
depraved, and their Actions are as contra- 
ry to his Law. The Apoſtle anſwers this 
Queſtion, Are we better than they? in 
the Negative, uo, in no wiſe? ; and there- 
fore nothing in them could induce God 
thus to become theirs in a Covenant-way, 
it's the Reſult of his own Free Grace 
alone. 


2 Cor. iv. 17. Titus i. 2. P Rem. iii. 9. 
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16 Diſcourſe on the 


2. This was an Act of Sovereignty. It 
was merely owing to the Divine Will that 
Peter was intereſted in God, and not Ju- 
das. None among the Sons of Men can 
lay claim to ſo high a Privilege as their 
Due, for they all deſerve to be eternally 
baniſhed from God, and to lie under his 
awful Vengeance, on Account of their 
Corruption and Guilt : Hence it is evi- 
dent, that the Intereſt any of them have 
in God, mult be aſcribed to his ſovereign 
Determination, thus, to ſhew Favour to 
them, while he refuſes this Dignity and 
Happineſs to others, not more undeſerving 
of his favourable Notice than they are; 
agreeable to the Apoltle's Obſervation, He 
hath Mercy on whom he will have Mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth a. 

3. It is an irreverſible Act. The Elect 
can never be deprived of that Covenant» 
Intereſt which they have in God. The 
Cauſe and Spring of it will never ceaſe; that 
is to ſay, the Love of God, which is abſo- 
lutely immutable, and therefore eternally ſe- 
cures their Intereſt in himſelf, It is by virtue 
of a firm Covenant of Grace that God is 
theirs, in which he engages, 7hey ſhall be 
his People, and he will be their God. This 
Covenant he will not break, nor alter the 


Thing that is gone out of his Lips. But 


Rom. ix. 18. Jer. xxxii. 38. Pal. Ixxxix. 34. 


5 Un leſs 


Prayer of Jabez; 17 


unleſs the Covenant of Grace can be viola- 
ted, the Saints will not loſe their Intereſt 


in its infinitely great Author, which never 
can be, for the Accompliſhment of all its 
glorious and precious Promiſes entirely 
reſts on the Veracity and Faithfulneſs of 
God himſelf: It therefore 7s a ſure Cove- 
nant *, and being ſo, all in that Covenant 
ſtand in an inſeparable Relation to God. 
_ Farther, there is an indiſſoluble Union 
ſubſiſting between Chriſt and the Saints; 
he is their Head, and they are his Mem- 
bers; nor will it ever be in the Power of 
any to rend them from him. And ſo long 
as this Union continues, they may pen 
upon a peculiar and foederal Intereſt in 
the Father; till he ceaſes to be a God to 
the Head, he will not ceaſe to be a God to 
the Members. Chriſt is aſcended to his 
God and our God, to his Father and our 
Father u. Theſe Things abundantly evince 
the eternal Duration of our Intereſt in the 
Fg OT 
From this Doctrine J infer two Things, 

1. That Believers have no cauſe of Fear. 
Tis true, their Enemies are very nume- 
ros, and their Power is exceeding great, 
and they are not capable of defending 
themſelves a Moment; notwithſtanding. 
which, they have no reaſon to be terrified, 


T 2 Sam. xXiii. 5. u John xx. 17. 
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18 A Diſcourſe on the 
for Omnipotence it ſelf is engaged in their 
Security, and therefore the Will of their 
Adverſaries ſhall never be accompliſhed 
upon them: Each of them may ſay with 
the Pfalmiſt, The Lord is my Light and my 
Salvation, whom ſhall I fear ? The Lordis 
the Strength of my Life, of whom ſhall T be 
afraid" ? | 

2. Believers only are happy Perſons. 
Happineſs all Men are ſeeking to obtain, but 
they are either fatally miſtaken in their No- 
tions concerning it, or in the Way to ar- 
rive at the Poſſeſſion of it: Many conceive 
that it conſiſts in Riches, Pleaſures and 
Honours; others imagine, that extenſive 
Knowledge, and Tranquillity of Mind, is 
true Felicity. Theſe come nearer to it 
than the former, but yet fall ſhort; tis 
only the Knowledge of, and Communion 
with God in a Mediator, a ſettled Peace, 
and Compoſure of Mind arifing from 
thence, that our real Happineſs conſiſts in 
here; and conſummate Felicity hereafter 
will conſiſt in Conformity to, and in the 
Enjoyment of God and Chriſt, which is not 
attainable by any Thing that we can do, 
as Men naturally conceit. The Children 
of God are, many of them, poor, affli- 
ed, and deſpiſed in this World, yet they 
alone are truly happy Perſons, becauſe 


Pal, xxvii. 1. 


they 


Prayer of Jabez. 19 
they only are intereſted in God, the Source 


and Fountain of real and perfect Bliſs. 
Happy is that People whoſe God is the 


Lord *, to them he will ſbeu the Path of 


Life ; in his Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and 
at his right Hand are Pleaſures for ever- 
more v. 

Secondly, J proceed to conſider, Fabeæ 
his ſolemn Worſhipping of God, He call- 
ed on the God of Iſrael. By this is ſome- 
times intended Worſhip in general, as in 
theſe Words, Then began Men to call upon 
the Name of the Lord *, i.e. to join toge- 
ther in his publick Worſhip. In other Pla- 
ces; it deſigns a particular Branch of re- 
ligious Worſhip, v:z. Prayer; thus in theſe 
Words, and call upon me in a Day of Trou- 
ble*, This is a Part of natural Religion; 
or, it is a Duty of a moral Nature, and is 
incumbent on all Perſons ; as well on the 
Unregenerate as on thoſe who are born 
again; hence the Apoſtle Peter, at the 
ſame Time he tells Simon Magus that be 
vas in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of 
Iniquity, puts him upon the Practice of 
this Duty; and pray God”. Although the 
Prayer of an unregenerate Perſon, is an 
 Abomination ©, he is not excuſable in the 
Neglect thereof: Greater Guilt is contract- 


* Pſal. exliv. 1 5. Y Pfal. xvi. 11. Gen. iv. 26. 
2 pſal. I. 15. 5 Acts viii. 22, 3. Prov. xxvili. 9. 
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. Diſcourſe on the 


ed by the entire Omiſſion of a Duty, than 
attends the improper Diſcharge of it. If 
Prayer is neglected by eee e Per- 
ſons, becauſe they cannot perform it in an 


acceptable Manner, they may alſo decline 


to perform the civil Actions of Life upon 
the ſame Principle, for the Plowing of the 
Wicked is fin*; which, I ſuppoſe, none 
will think it proper they ſhould. What I 
ſhall farther offer on this Head, immediate- 
ly concerns the Saints; and it will be con- 
tained in ſhewing this to be their Duty; 
that the Holy Spirit is their Director i in it; 
and, that they have great Face 
to practi iſe it. 

I. Prayer is the indiſpenſable Duty of 
Bclievers. This is ſo evident, that I ima- 
gine I might be excuſed inſiſting on the 
Proof of it, however back ward, through 
various Cauſes, they may ſame time be to 
engage in it. 

1.) Perſonal and private Prayer i is a Du- 
ty they are under Obligation conſcienti- 
ouſly to regard; Jeſus Chriſt. exhorts to 
this, But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter in- 
to thy Cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy 
_—_ pray to thy Father which is in ſecret, 
and thy Father which, ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall 
reward thee openly ©. The Variety of our 
Wants, the Multitude of our Diticulces, 


4 Prov. xx. q C Match vi. 6: I 
the 


Prayer of Jabez. 21 
the great Number of our Temptations, 
our own Inability, and abfolute Depen- 

dance on God, ſhould excite. us to a; con- 
ant Attendance at the Throne of Grace, 
Jam of Opinion, we, may beſt judge of 
the Caſe of our Souls, hy a Readineſs to 
draw nigh, to God in ſecret Prayer, or a 
Backwardneſs to approach his Preſence in 


our Cloſets. If a ſpiritual Frame is main- 


tained in us we ſhall cloſely attend to this 
Duty; but if we are luke warm, and ſunk in 
the Exerciſe of our Graces, we ſhall be 
ready to improve every trivial Affair which 
may occur, as an Excuſe for our Neglect 
in this Thing. This is as well our Privi- 


lege as our Duty. In Prayer to God we 


may uſe the utmoſt Freedom in Complaints: 
We. need have no Check upon us, from 
an Apprehenſion that he will take Advan- 
tage againſt us for, or upbraid us with, 
thoſe Evils we complain of before him; 
this too frequently is the Manner of poor 
guilty Creatures towards one another, but 
it is not the Manner of an infinitely graci- 
ous God, we therefore may unboſom our 
Whole Souls to him, and tell him of any, 
or all the vile Luſis that diſtreſs and plague 
us: We may mention all our Temptations, 
and freely confeſs how ready our corrupt 
Nature is to yield to them, or N it may 
have ſo done, in any Inſtances, to our un- 
ſpeakable Grief, without the leaſt Ty 
8 O0 
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22 A Diſcourſe on the 

of being upbraided therewith hereafter, 
We alſo may be full as free in our Peti- 
tions: As God is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we as or think: He 


allows us to intreat for whatever is needful 


to our ſpiritual Support, Relief, and Conſo- 
lation. Since we have this liberty of Ac- 
ceſs to the Throne of Grace, and may uſe 
ſuch freedom in our Addreſſes to our hea- 
venly Father, how baſe are our Hearts, 


which frequently tempt us to decline the 
Practice of this important Duty, and the 


Improvement of ſo ineſtimable a Privi- 
lege. | N 
2.) Family Prayer ſhould be conſtantly 
attended to. The Worſhip of God ought 
to be maintained in all the Families of the 
Saints. That Family in which ſolemn and 
joint Prayer is wholly neglected, is far from 
being ſuch as it ought to be; in this Particular 
tis very much unlike a Chriſtian one; happy 
would it be with us were we wrought up to 
the ſame Reſolution that Fo/hua was, wha 
ſaid, As for me and my Houſe we will ſerve 
the Lords; for we ſhould certainly find our 
own Advantage in it. The great God will 
ſhew very high Reſentment againſt thoſe 
Families that negle& his Worſhip : Pour 
out thy Fury upon the Heathen, that know 
thee not, and upon all the Families that call 


; * Eph. Ill. 20. 1 Joſh. XxXiv. 15. 


Not 


Prayer of Jabez. 23 


not on thy Name. It cannot but be thought 


a Duty incumbent on Maſters of Families, 
to pray with, and for their Children and 
Servants, whom Providence has put under 
their Care and Inſpection; a faithful At- 
tendance hereon may, at leaſt, ſtrike their 
Minds with an Awe of God, and lay ſuch 
a Check upon them, which may prevent 
their ſinning as others do. I doubt not 
but many can atteſt to the Truth of this by 
their Experience. Beſides, as we ought to 
endeavour the Conviction of thoſe under 
our immediate Notice, we can't tell how far 
God may pleaſe to ſucceed the Diſcharge 
of our Duty in this Particular that way; 
however, whether or not the Effect fol- 
lows, which we ſhould defire, that is to 
ſay, the ſpiritual Good of thoſe about us, 
we ſhall keep clear of their Blood, if we 
are found in the Practice of our Duty to- 
wards them. It is not improbable but ſome 
may ſay, they are convinced it is their 
Duty to pray in their Families, but that they 
are not furniſned with ſuitable Gifts, and 
therefore they are obliged to omit it; ſuch 
I would aſk, if they have at all attempted 
it? If they have not they mult allow me 
to ſay, it is trifling to urge their Want of 
proper Furniture, as an Excuſe for this 
Neglect. Befides, it can hardly be thought, 


Jer. x. 25. 
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24 A Diſcourſe an ibe 


that a Perſon ſenſible of himſelf, his Stare 
by Nature, his Need of Chriſt, and of his 
Suitableneſs as a Saviour, can be utterly 
vnable to perform this Branch of religious 
Worſhip in his own Family, where ſtrict Me- 
thod, proper Coherence, and Fluency of Ex- 
preſſion, are not abſolutely neceſſary to the 
uſeful Diſcharge of it. Again, Gifts improve 
by uſing : I have known ſome who were 
not eminently furniſhed for ſuch a Work, 
that upon the Exerciſe of the Abilities 
they had, a Bleſſing has attended, and their 
Improvement has been very viſible. - I add, 
that ſince Family Prayer is a Duty, we ought 
to be careful, leſt we render our ſelves un- 
fit for it, or uncapable of it, by Converſa- 
tion, or otherwiſe, when we are abroad. 
3.) Social and publick Prayer Believers 
ought to practiſe. The Advantages ari- 


ſiing from the conſcientious Obſervance of 


this are more than; perhaps, are com- 
monly thought of; hereby the Saints are 
murually edified, comforted and ſtrength- 


_ ened, their Hearts are ſtrongly cemented 


together in Love; and {it has a wonderful 
Tendeticy to promote ſpiritual Affection 
to Divine Things. It is no ſmall Parc of 
the Commendation given by the Holy 
Ghoſt of the primitive Churches, that they 
practiſed this Duty; they continued ſted- 
Faſily in the Apoſtle's Doctrine and Fel- 


ers. 


Prayer of Jabez. 25 


orgs, i, Such who are in Church- Fellowſhip 
are doubtleſs under Obligation jointly to 
confeſs their Imperfections, ak intreat 
the Divine Bleſſing on the Word and Ordi- 
nances preached and adminiſter'd among 
them, that their Souls may be Suilt up in 
thetr moſt holy Faith, and to pray thar Peace 
may be within Zion's Walls, and Proſperity 
in all her Palaces &. There i is at this Day a 
ſorrowful Neglect of this Duty, which, 
among many other Things, makes it but 
too evident, that the Glory of our Religi- 
on is greatly eclipſed: May the Lord ha- 
ſten a Revival of it, if it be his Will. 
2. The Holy Spiri is the Director of 
the Saints in this Duty. On Account of 
the Aſſiſtance which he gives in the ſpiri- 
tual Performance of this Branch of Wor- 
ſhip he is called, the Spirit of Supplica- 
tions i. The Preparation of the Heart in 
Man for this Duty is from God, as well as 
the Anſwer of the Tongue n. f 
1. The Divine Spirit reaches us s A d to 
for: We know not how, to order our 
5 7 by reaſon of Darkneſs v. Our ſpiri- 
tual Ignorance renders it neceſſary for us, to 
depend on heavenly Influence and Gui- 
dance, when we draw nigh to God in Pray- 
er, for we know not _ to pray for as we 


Ades ii. . 1 7. Zech. xii. 10. 
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D ought, 


nds ay wr ; Ju: IS 
F r ron ompromuannm ne 


* 


. dad] 
£ 
5 
1 
" 
* 
* 
& \ 
oe 
.& 1 
1 
5 
* * 
PE: 
1 * 
"© 
: 
＋ 5 
We 
$4 
iD 
© * 1 
Is 
, x 
1 
1 
"| by 
f 
* 
yt 
"a#** 
»Þ 
At 
+ 
$4 
& ils 
** 
L 
$8 
£275 
* 
IT 3 
5 - 
. 
4 
A - 44 
A 
3 
ff 
1 
. 
57 
* 
1 
N 
* 


Ne 


2 ig & T7 ks i OS 8 
fo Weg * . * * 
WO a 3 8 
* * \ "EI Pa 
N q 9 * * 8 
2 Fm... 2 


n . 3 RE 2 ws S 
— . : 3 13 * e * Ju 
1 6. Ko ** 2 Js J ' „ 

Tod 26h r 

* he. * > 


. „ 
2 R 


— 


5 — $a 4 — 
* . 


8 


26 A Diſcourſe on the 

ought, Without Inſtruction from above 
we are-incapable of a proper Diſcharge of 
this important Duty; as we are not ſuffici- 
ent of our ſelves to think any Thing as of our 
felves*; we muſt needs be unequal to a 
Service of this Nature, wherein are requi- 
red a profound Reverence of the Divine 
Majeſty, an humble Opinion of our ſelves, 
ſpiritual Ideas of Things naturally un- 
known, fervent Deſires of what we natu- 
rally are not diſpoſed to ſeek after, and 
opr Thoughts intently fixed on inviſible 
Objects. Hence it is evident, that our 
ſpiritual Prayers are effected under a ſu- 
pernatural Influence; it is the Spirit belp- 

etb our Infirmities, and makes 1 e 
for us with Groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered v. F we I 
2. He excites our Deſires after thoſe 
Things which we pray for. Our Suppli- 
cations conſiſt only of a few cold and for- 
mal Petitions, unleſs our Affections are 
moved, and our Hearts aſcend up to God, 
whoſe Name we invocate: It is the Heart 
he looks at; Lip-Service is far from being 
acceptable to him. In this Duty our Heart 
ſhould always be the Guide to eur Lips. 
What we expreſs with our Tongues ought 
to be the unfeigned Deſire of our Souls. 
Now as we are bent to backfhiding * it is ab- 


* 2 Cor. if. 5. Rom, viii, 26. 4 Hol, xi. 7. 


ſolutely 


7 Prayer of Jabez. 27 
ſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould be divinely 
attracted : The Church was juſtly ſenſible 
of this when ſhe thus expreſſed her elf, 
Draw me, we will run after thee”, The 
Neceſſity of ſuch an heavenly Attraction 
and Influence is evident to every Believer, 
who finds himſelf naturally indiſpoſed to 
Things of a ſpiritual Kind. The great 
Difference he experiences in his Soul, in 
his ſolemn Approaches to God, ſufficient- 
ly convinces him, that all his Dependance 
ought to be on the Holy Ghoſt in his Ad- 
dreſſes at the Divine Throne. Sometimes 
his Heart is cold, vain, and wandring, in 
the Beginning of this Duty; before the 
Concluſion, it may be, it is greatly en- 
larged, and is made /ike to the Chariots of 
a willing People* ; at other Seaſons, when he 
imagines himſelf to be in a moſt ſuitable 
Frame for a Work of this Nature, and there- 
fore chearfully engages'in it, on a ſudden his 
Affections cool, his Thoughts rove, and 

his Soul is greatly contracted : Wherefore 
he cannot but conclude, it is a vain Thing 
to attempt this Duty without a View to 
the gracious Operation and Aid of the Spi- 
rit of.. 
3. He gives them Liberty and Freedom 
in Prayer. The People of God have al- 
ways Liberty of Acceſs to him through je- 


* Cant. i. 4. Chap. vi. 12. 
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28 A Diſcourſe on the 
ſus Chriſt. Under every Temptation, Di- 
ſtreſs and Affliction, they may freely draw 
/ Nigh to their heavenly Father, and ſpread 
their Caſe before him; but it is not at 
every Seaſon they have Liberty in their Ac- 
ceſs to God; as the Pſalmiſt was they all 
ſometimes are, ſhut up, and cannot come 
forth *: A Senſe of their Guilt fills them 
with Shame, and: almoſt forces them to 
Silence. It is only when the Spirit of Chriſt 
fakes of his Things, and ſhews them to 
their Souls, that. they. have inward Free- 
dom. A View, by Faith, of his Blood, 
Righteouſneſs, Grace, and  Interceſſion, 
are the Foundation of the Believer's Bold- 
neſs; In whom we have Boldneſs and Ac- 
ceſs, with Confidence, through the Faith of 
him ” ; and the Spirit of Grace is the Ef- 
ficient, or Author, of that Freedom: Where 
the Spirit of: the Lord is there is Liberty *. 
4. He cauſes us to hope for what we aſk. 
The Exerciſe of Faith is neceſſary in this 
Duty. Let bim ask in Faith? is the Dire- 
ction of the Apoſtle James. If we have 
no Expectation of receiving a Favour, up- 
on an Application to a Friend, we are eaſi- 
ly prevailed with to decline it; fo, if we 
have no Hopes of obtaining a gracious An- 
ſwer to our Prayers from God, our Incli- 


2 


t Pſal. Ixxxviii. 8. u John xvi. 14. » Eph. iii. 12. 
X 2 Cor. li, 17. James i. 6. | ny 


nation 
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nation to call upon him will ſenſibly abate. 
Without ſome Encouragement to expect a 
favourable Audience with God our Peti- 
tions to him will be very faint and cool; 
and therefore the Influence of the Spirit of 
Faith ſhould always be deſired by us when 
we engage in this ſacred Duty, as what 
is abſolutely needful to our comfortable 
Performance of it. With what Satisfaction, 
Liberty and Pleaſure, as well as Aſſurance 
of Faith *, do the Saints draw nigh to God, 
when the Holy Ghoſt powerfully applies 
the Divine Promiſes to their Souls ; ſuch 
as, Seek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it 
ſhall be opened to you]. I the Lord will 
hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not for- 
ſake them“. 

„ Encouragements to this Duty 
are many, which, if they have a ſuitable 
Influence upon us, will cauſe us diligent- 
ly to attend on it. 

God's Relation to us. He hath been 
Seated, of his infinite Goodneſs, to make 


us his Children. Behold, what Manner of 


Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that 
we ſhould be called the Sons of God ©; which 
our Saviour propoſes as an encouraging 
Motive to Prayer, I ye then, being Evil, 
* how to give ag _ to your ( Chil- 


n Heb. *. 1. ka Laks X1. 9. b Ifa, xli. 21. 
© 1 John iii. 1. 
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30 A Diſcourſe on the 
dren, bow much more ſhall your Father, 
which is in Heaven, give good Things to 
Ibem that ast him*. A tender Parent can't 
bur be moved with the Intreaties of his 
Child under Diſtreſs, and be ready to give 
Relief if he is able. The Compaſſion of 
God, towards his People, infinitely exceeds 
the tendereſt Bowels of any earthly Parent, 
and therefore we may call upon him with 
a full Aſſurance of obtaining all needful 
Supplies and Succour from him. 
2. His Perfections may encourage us to 
engage in this important Duty. 

(1) His Omniſcience. That God to 
whom we pray has a perfect Knowledge of 
the Frame and Deſires of our Souls; 
which, as it ought to ſtrike us with an 
humble Awe, when we come before him, 
ſo it may juſtly be improved, as a great En- 
couragement to us, in all our ſolemmn Acts 
of Devotion, to hope for what we aſk, 
however imperfectly we may expreſs our 
ſelves to him: He that ſearcheth the Hearts 
n what is the Mind of the Spirit ©. 

The Omnipotence of God raiſes our 
Expectations! of Relief in our Addreſſes to 
him. A real and intimate Friend may 
ſympathize with us under Trouble, and 
be ſtrongly inclined to free us from it, but 
it is often out of the Power of our beſt 


4 Matth. vii. 11. Rom. viii. 27. 
. Friends 


Prayer of Jabez. 21 
Friends to relieve us when in diſtreſs. 
This cannot be ſuppoſed of our heavealy 
Father, who is able fo do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think", 
The Saints Help in God is like Water in a 
Fountain, ever flowing and never dry, 


Neither the Number, nor the Greatneſs of 


their Difficulties, ſhould diſcourage: them 
in a Dependance on omnipotent Power, 


becauſe that makes hard Things eaſy, and 


preſſing Things light. 
(3.) His infinite Goodneſs. The Abili- 


ty of a Perſon to extricate us out of great 
Troubles, without a Will to do it, affords 


us no hope of Relief. Now, as God is 
able to help us, be our Caſe ever ſo deſpe- 
rate in it ſelf, his immenſe Favour will 
certainly induce him to regard, and ſea- 
ſonably ſuccour us. The infinite Love, 


which is in his Heart towards his People, 


will always draw forth his Power to their 
Support, and ſpeedy Deliverance out of 
threatening Dangers. What great Encou- 
ragement is this to wait upon him in 
Prayer! "7 67 5 

3. The Promiſes God has made of hear- 


ing the Prayers of his People, may well 


encourage them cloſely to attend on chis 
Duty: Before they call 1 will anſwer, and 
while they are yet ſpeaking I will hear*, 


f Eph. iii. 20. 8 16. Ixv. 24. 
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32 A Diſcourſe on the 

Divine Promiſes are ſure and firm; they 
are all yea and amen to the Glory of their 
Author. This, among others, the Lord 
will inviolably keep, and therefore we 
ought never to be diſcouraged in praying 
to him, from an Apprehenſion that he will 
deny us a gracious Audience or Anſwer. 

4. Chriſt's Interceſſion wonderfully en- 
courages the Saints to addreſs the Throne 
of Grace. His Regard to his People, now 
he is in Heaven, is the ſame that it was; 
when he was here on Farth; his Exalta- 
tion at God's right Hand makes no Alte- 
ration in his Affections towards Sinners; 
He ever lives to make Interceſſion for them ; 
he is their Advocate with the Father *, and 
will throvghly plead their Cauſe '; he prays | 
the Father for all neceſſary Grace to be 


communicated to his People here, and de- 


clares it ro be his Will, that they ſhould 65 
with him for ever in Glory hereafter *; 
and therefore they cannot, in their Peti- 
tions to God for ſpiritual Favours, exceed 
bim in his Interceſſion for them. O] what 
Encorragement 15 it to Faith in this Duty, 
thai Chriſt continually intercedes with 
God to grant thoſe Blefſings to us, which 
we pray to him for, as what are requiſite 
to our ſpiritual Advantage and Comfort. 
] go on, 

v 2 Cor. 20. ,. *Rom-viii. 34. I John ii. 1. 


Jer. 3 m John xvii. 24. 3 
Tory II. To 


II. To conſider the Favours he aſked. 
They are various, and very great. 
1. He intreats that God would bleſs 
him: O that thou wouldeſt bleſs me indeed. 
It was real Happineſs that he was deſirous 
to obtain from God, who is the Fountain 
and Spring of all true Bleſſedneſs. No 


Creature can be happy in a State of Diſtance 


from him, or without Nearneſs to him, and 
Communion with him. The Happineſs 
of guilty Creatures, as we ate, conſiſts in 
a Deliverance from that which renders us 
Unhappy, and in the Communication of 
ſpecial b e and eternal Bleſſings to 
us. 

11. The Felicity of a fallen and guilty 
Creature confiſts in a Deliverance from 
that which renders him unhappy. 

1. From Guile contracted. Sin is the 
procuring Cauſe of all Miſery and Infeli- 
city; it is that which expoſes us to Affli- 
ctions and Death in this World, and that 
draws down upon Sinners the Vengeance 
of God in the next. The Wages of Sin 1s 
' Death, i. e. eternal Death, as the Gift of 
God is eternal Life®; and therefore there 
1s no poſſibility of being Happy without a 
Diſcharge from Guilt. Thoſe only are to 
be eſteemed happy Perſons, who obtain the 
Remiſſion of their Sins by Chriſt's Blood: 


2 Rom. vi. 23. 


E Bleſſed 
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34 A Diſcourſe on the 

Bleſſed are they whoſe Tniquities are forgi- 
ven, and. whoſe Sins are covered. Bleſſed 
is the Man to whom the Lord will not im- 
pute Sinꝰ. Which Words plainly teach 
us, that Pardon is abſolutely neceſſary to 
Happineſs, Unleſs a Man's Sins are for- 
given him, whatever his outward Cir- 
cumſtances may be, he is a miferable Per- 
fon; on the contrary, ſuch who are diſ- 
charged of their Guilt are truly happy, 
how much ſoever they are afflicted and 
deſpiſed in this Life. 

2. It neceſſarily ſuppoſes a Freedom 
from Condemnation. . Sin ſubjects us to a 
Curie : Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all Things which are written in the 
Book of the Law to do them v. God, as a 
Lawgiver, pronounces dreadful Menaces 
againſt guilty Creatures as ſuch; nor is it 
pofiible ro eſcape the Malediction denoun- 
ced, without an Intereſt in Chrift's Satis- 
ions that, indeed, effectually ſecures us 
from it: There is no Condemnation to them 
that are in Chriſt Feſus . A Charge of Guilt 
and Condemnation are inſeparable. If a 
Man is under the Imputation of Sin he is 
alſo condemned; but if he is acquitted of 
his Crimes, by virtue of Chriſt's Blood, 
he is not liable to = Divine Threaten- 
ings. . | 


-P Rom, iv: 75 8. p Gal. iii. 10. Rom. viii. 1. 


3. The 


Prayer of Jabez. 35 
3. The Happineſs of guilty Creatures 
ſuppoſes a Security from Divine Anger, 
which their Sins have expoſed them to. 
Every Act of Tranſgreſſion againſt the 
Law ſubjects us to the awful Diſpleaſure 
of God; and therefore it is the greateſt 
Unhappineſs to lie under a Charge of 
Guilt. Eternal Miſery hangs over ſuch 
whoſe Sins are not remitted ;- but thoſe 
who obtain a Diſcharge of "heir Guilt 
through Jeſus Chriſt, are eternally ſecu- 
red from the Stroke of Divine Juſtice; 
being juſtified by Chriſt's Blood we Shall be 
Javed from Wrath through him". 
[2.] Our Felicity is incluſive of che 
Communication of all ſpecial, Rig 
and eternal Bleſſings. 
1. Adoption, or being made Sons to God. 
This unſpeakable Honour and Dignity is con- 
ferred upon us who are vile and iinful Crea- 
tures; having predeſtinated us to the Adap- 
tion of Children by Feſus Chriſt, to himpelf*, 
By Virtue of this Relation to God we are 
conſtitured Heirs of him; I Children then 
Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with 
Chriſt +. t. It is an inexprelſible Happineſs 
to be intereſted in this glorious Privilege; 
for hereby we are entitled to Grace and 
Glory, or are made Heirs of all that God 
is, and has, who is the F ountain of real Fe- 
licity. | 
Rom, v. 9. ſFph. i. 5. t Rom. viii. 17. 
CE 5 2 | 4 len. 


36 A Diſcourſe on the 
2. Juſtification is another Branch of true 
Bleſſedneſs. The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
being put upon a Perſon recommends him 
to, and gives him eternal Acceptance with 
| God. Now ſuch who have the Divine 
Approbation mult neceſſarily be concluded 
Happy, according to David, and the Apo- 
ſtle, who quotes his Words, Even as Da- 
vid alſo deſcribeth the Blefſedneſs of the Man, 
to whom the Lord imputeth Righteouſneſs 
without Works", This gives us a proper 
and juſt Claim, to everlaſting Happineſs ; 
T hoe being juſtified by his Grace we might 


be made Heirs, according to the Hope of 


eternal Life”. Thoſe who are juſtified 
have an indiſputable and unalienable Title 
to all the Glory of Heaven, and ſhall cer- 
tainly be brought to the Enjoyment of it: 
Moreover, whom be did predeſtinate them he 
alſo called, and whom he called them he alſs 
juſtified, and whom be juſtiſied them he alſo 

glorified*, Theſe Rent of Adoption and 
gation enſure to us Grace here, and 
Glory hereafter. 

3. Regeneration and SanRification. We 
are naturally dead in”, and under the Do- 
minion of Sin, and are alſo in Bondage to 
Satan, which is a very unhappy ' Condi- 
tion ; bot God of His rich Mercy _— 


Rom. iv. 6. Titus iii. 7. * Rom. viii. 30. 
FEph. ii. 14. Rom. vi. 14. | 


Us, 


Prayer of Jabez. 37 
us, or communicates ſpiritual Life to our 
Souls, and delivers us from the Power of 
Dar#ineſs, and tranſlates us into the Kingdom 
of his dear Son”; he implants a Principle 
of Holineſs in us who are naturally carnal 
and ſold under Sin; devoid of any Incli- 
nation to, or Ability to perform ſpiritual 
Good: God hath ſaved us, and called us 
with an holy Calling. This Work is the 
Beginning of everlaſting Life: It is Glory 
begun in us; he that believeth hath ever- 
laſting Life*®; that is to ſay, in the Seed 
or Beginning of it. And this Work ſhall 
be cheriſhed and carried on by the ſame 
Hand that formed it, notwithſtanding all 


Oppoſition from Sin within us, and from 


Satan, or the World without us; being con- 
ident of this very Thing, that he which 
bath begun a good Work in you, will perform 
it until the Day of Chrijtf, Thoſe who 
are the Subjects of true Grace are at ſome 
Times admitted to ſweet Communion and 
Fellowſhip with God and Chriſt : Truly, 
ſays the Apoſtle Jobn, our Fellowſhip is 
with the Father, and with his Son Feſus 
Chri/t*; which fills them with far greater 
Satisfaction, Joy and Pleaſure, than can 
poſſibly ariſe from the Enjoyment of all 
ſublunary Things: Thou haſt put Foy and 


* Eph. il. 1. b C i 1g +». © Rom vi 16 
4 2 Tim. i. 9. John vi. 47 * Phil. 1.6. 51 John i. 3. 
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3 38 A Diſcourſe on the 
Gladneſi in my Heart more than in the 
Time that their Corn and their Wine in- 
creaſed", The largeſt Affluence of the 
Things of this Life is not comparable to 
a Proſpect of, and Communion with God 
through a Mediator. | 
4. P Perfect and conſummate Happines 
conſiſts in the eternal Enjoymenc of God 
in Heaven, which it is the Vill of Chriſt, 
_ all that the Father hath given him ſhould 
be brought to enjoy; wherein are ſeveral 
Things to be obſerved. 
' 1.) The Removal of all that Darkneſs 
and Ignorance which at preſent attends the 
Underſtandings of the Saints. Through 
Divine Illumination they are now enabled 
to form ſome Ideas of heayenly Things, 
but their Conceptions thereof are low and 
imperfect, by reaſon of that Darkneſs which 
remains in them ; hence ſays the Apoſtle, | 
We know in part, and propheſy in part. 
Perhaps never had any Servant of God a 
more clear, diſtin&, and extenſive Know- 
ledge of Divine Myſteries, than this great 
Apoſtle had, if ever any were equal to him 
therein, and yet he acknowledges, that his 
Acquaintance with zhe deep Things of God, 
was but partial and imperfect, wher that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part ſhall be done away *. The Excel- 


v Pl, iv. 7. i x Cor. xiii. 9, 10. 
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Prayer of Jabez. 22 
lency of the human Nature principally 
conſiſts in its rational Powers, or a Capa- 
city to form Conceptions of God, and what 


is good. Knowledge therefore, with ſuit- 


able Affections, is our chiefeſt Glory. If 


Knowledge is to be eſteemed more or leſs 


excellent, as it hath Objects lower, or 
more ſublime, certainly that of which 
God is the Object muſt be aceounted in- 
finitely the Beſt. The greateſt Skill in 
the Secrets of Nature, is to be valued only 
as it ſtrikes us with a Reverence of its in- 
finitely great Author, and induces us to 
love him, who, it is manifeſt from his 
| Works, is a Being of immenſe Gootineſs 
and unlimited Power. In this Philoſophy 
is exceedingly defective; tis only the Reve- 
lation of Salvation to loſt Creatures by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that is ſuited to conquer the 
Rebellion of our Hearts; and in this there 
is a fuller Diſplay of the Benignity, Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Power and Purity of God, than ap- 
pears in the Works of Creation or Provi- 
dence. For which Reaſon it may juſtly. 


be concluded, that the Knowledge of 
evangelical Doctrines far tranſcends in Ex- 


cellence and Worth, the moſt extenſive 
 Acquaintance with natural Things ; theſe 
are the refined Subjects about which the 
Faith of a Believer is now converſant, and 


which he ſhall eternally contemplate up- 


on, and form perfect Conceptions of, in 


TE the 
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40 A Diſcourſe on the 

the bleſſed State above; then ſhall he 4now 
even as he alſo is known *, and fee his Cove- 
nant-God as he 7s': This is a Happineſs 
which infinitely exceeds the moſt raiſed 
Ideas our preſent State admits of. 
2.) No Perverſeneſs, or biaſs to Evil, 
will then attend the Will. Believers are 
Perſons poſſeſſed of Fleſh as well as Spirit: 
Whilſt they are in this mortal State, they 
are bent to backſliding "; the Law of 
their Members too frequently prevails 
againſt that of their Minds, and brings 
them into Captivity to the Law of Sin", 
which is in their Members. The Diſ- 
quietude and Grief which the Deceitful- 
neſs, Strength, and Motions of Luſts with- 
in them, often occaſion to their Souls, are 
not to be expreſſed, they can't but ſay, O 
wretched Perſons that we are, who ſhall de- 
liver us from the Body of this Death *; 
they; groan within themſelves, and with 
| longing Expectation wait for the Adoption, 
to wit, the Redemption of their Body®. In 
the future State they ſhall enjoy a perfect 
Freedom from all impurity and Corrup- 
tion. As ſoon as they pur off their mortal 
Bodies their Souls will be perfected in Glo- 
ry. When no ſinful Thoughts will ever 
ariſe within them to their Diſturbance and 


k 1 Cor. r John iii. 2. " Hol. xi. 7. 
o Rom. vii. 23. o Ver. 24. Rom. viii. 23. | 
Grief, 


Prayer of Jabez. 41 


Grief, as now they do, even at ſuch 
Times when they moſt deſire to be deli- 
vered from them, the whole Heart will then 


be intently fixed on God and Chriſt, and a 


holy Flame of Love to their dear Saviour, 


will be eternally glowing in their Breaſts, 


who that conſiders the Happineſs of ſuch a 
State, can be without earneſt Breathings 
after the Poſſeſſion of it? May God, of 
his infinite Goodneſs, prepare us unworthy 
Creatures for it, and amet conduct us 


to in... 


a Affections, which at preſent are very 
impure. Now we are apt 70 ſet them on 
Things on the Earth*: Although we are 
convinced that inviſible Objects infinitely 
better deſerve our Regard, yet through the 
Imperfection that attends us, the Things 
of Time and Senſe deeply affect us, and 
engroſs far too large a Share of our 
Thoughts, Defires and Affections; but 
then we ſhall be entirely delivered from 
all ſuch Rovings that break our Peace, and 
damp our ſpiritual Joys in this Life; no 
irregular Motions, or diſorderly Paſſions, 
will then find any room in our Hearts, but 
we ſhall for ever be tranſported with rap- 
turous Views of the dazling Glories which 
ſhine in the Mediator's adoreable Perſon. 


| + Col. iii. 2. | 
F * 4 No 


3.) No Corruption will then remain in 
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4% A Diſcourſe on the 


4.) No Diſcompoſure of Mind will at- 
dad us in the heavenly State. Here our 
Souls are ruffled and perplexed by various 
Cauſes; by none ſo much, as by the Sin which 
dwells in us; but that we ſhall be com- 
pleatly delivered from, when we enter into 
rhat pure Place, where nothing is admitted 
that defiles*. The Diſappointments, Loſſes 
and Afflictions which occur in this State of 
Uncertainty, give us great and frequent 
Uneaſineſs; but when once we are arrived 
to the happy Shore of the other World, no 


Storms will ever any more at all ariſe upon 


us, or tempeſtuous Waves of Trouble 
overwhelm us. Now we are attended with 
fpiritual Darkneſs and Deſertions, Clouds 
interpoſe between God and our Souls, and 
hide his Face from us; but when we are 
above we ſhall always behold him in his 
Son; nothing ſhall then intercept or pre- 
vent the Rays of his Favour from ſhining 
upon us. Thoſe happy Regions above are all 
Serenity and Peace, and every joyful Inhabi- 
tant there, poſſeſſes eternal and undiſturbed 
Reſt and Franquillity; all Sorrow is eter- 
nally baniſhed from that Place; no Signs 


of Grief will ever appear in- the Faces of | 


thoſe who are in Heaven, for God will my 
nah all ug g their ey * 


N Rev. xxi. 27. Chap. vii. 17. TIER 4 


Prayer of Jabez. 43 

280 That is a State of uninterrupted 
Communion with God. His ſpiritual Pre- 
ſence that is enjoyed by Believers here, is 
attended with an Agreeableneſs and Plea- 
ſure which riſes far above our Expreſſion; 
but yet it is infinitely below the Delight 
that ſprings from his immediate Preſence in 
Heaven, where there is a Fulneſs of Foy, 
and at whoſe right Hand are Rivers of in- 
creaſing Pleaſures for evermare*, The Fel- 
lowſhip which the Saints have with their 
heavenly Father in this State 1s often inter- 
rupted by Sin, Unbelief, and Tempta- 
tions; but that which ill ſubſiſt between 
God and them above, will not be broke by 
any of theſe Things: They will be eternal- 
ly ſwallowed up in the boundleſs Ocean of 


his everlaſt ing Love. 


6.) Their Views of him will then be 


clear, permanent, and abiding. Now they 
ſee him by Faith, and beholding the Glo- 
ry of the Lord, they are changed into the 
Same Image from 222 to Glory. But 
theſe Proſpects are inconſtant, ſeldom and 
ſhort; then, as they will be clear, diſtinct 
and full, not as through. a Glaſs darkly *, 
ſo they will be invariable and never cea- 


fing. No ſmall Part of our Happineſs 


hereafter, will conſiſt in viewing the Glory 


of our Redeemer, who 1s exalted at PAP $ 


© Pſal. xvi. 11. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 1 Epiſt, X1ll, 12. 
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44 A Diſcourſe on tbe 
right Hand. Father, J will, that they al- 
fo whom thou haſt given me may be with me, 
that they may behold my Glory v. The Plea- 
ſure which will attend this View of our 
dear Saviour, as crowned with Glory and 
Honour *, fer tranſcends our Comprehen- 
fion at preſent. It muſt certainly be an 
exquiſite Delight to the Saints, to ſee their 
Redeemer, who once wore a Crown of 
Thorns? for their fakes, have a never fa- 
ding Crown of Glory on his Head; and to 
View him, who was once clothed with 
Shame on their Account, inveſted with 
ſhining Robes of Majeſty and Light. 

7.) They will receive inconceiveable 
Glory ec Chriſt. The Father has given 
him Power over all Fleſh, that he might 
give eternal Life to as many as are given 
bim. He will always be the Medium of 
God's communicating Favours to us, 
which is greatly to his Honour. Our 
Glory will very much conſiſt in a Confor- 
mity to Chriſt. It was this God reſolved 
upon in Predeſtination ; He predeſtinated 
21s 70 become conformed to the Image of his 
Son. And this ſeems to comprehend the 
Utmoſt of that Glory which God deſigned 
to bring us to the Enjoyment of; the 
Greatneſs of which v we are unable fully to 


w John xvu. 24 * Heb. 1 7 Matth. xxvii. 29. 
John xvii. 2. "I. viii. 29. F 


Con- 


Prayer of Jabez, 45 
conceive of or deſcribe. Since the Happi- 
neſs of the future State will be thus ſur- 
prizingly great, it is not to be wondered 
at, that the Believer, in the Exerciſe of a 
lively Faith upon it, cries out, Come Lord 
Feſus, come quickly*, Perſons appointed 
ro this State mult be accounted really hap- 
py ones. 

From this Petition of Fabez we may 
eaſily collect, that his Heart was chiefly 
ſet upon thoſe Things which are of a ſo- 
lid and durable Nature; he prays for 
Bleſſings that out-Jait Time, and which 
would accompany him beyond the Grave. 
And thus it becomes us all, to pray for a 
View of our Diſcharge from Guile, Secu- 
rity from the Law's Curſe, and from eters. 
nal Vengeance, which our Sins render us 
| juſtly deſerving of; and alſo, that we may 
be meetened for the Enjoyment of God 
and Chriſt, and be ſafely brought to that 
Happineſs, when with reſpect to us Time 
ſhall be no more. 
2dly. His ſecond Petition is, and en. 
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large my Coaſt, It is probable that his br 
Poſſeſſion or Inheritance was too ſtrait and G 
narrow, not equal to the Number of his | 
Family, which drew this Supplication '' 


from him. This was the Caſe with the 
Children of Dan, who were obliged to en- 


b Rey. xxii. 20. 


large 


46 A Diſcourſe on the 

large their Coaſt by Violence, as we are 
informed in the Book of Fo/hua®. It ap- 
pears by this Branch of this Prayer, that 


Febez conſidered God as the Diſpoſer of 


all Things, as he who fixes the Bounds of our 
Habitations, as his Protector, and as his 
beneficent Benefactor. 

1. He conſidered God as the Diſpoſer 
of all Things. He framed the Univerſe, 
and gave Being to every Thing that exiſts ; 
he is the Creator of the Ends of the Earth", 
The whole Frame of Nature is dependent 
on him, and ſupported by him, and there- 
fore every Thing is under his Direction, 
and at his Diſpoſal: The Earth is the 
Lord's, and the Fulneſs thereof; the World, 
end they that dwell therein*, The almigh- 
ty and univerſal Creator, it is highly rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, has all Things under 


his Management and Influence. It is irra- 


tional to conceive, that he who made the 


World doth not govern it. Whatever 


God created doubtleſs he rules. Divine 
Providence is converſant about the minu- 
teſt Parts of the Creation; a Sparrow, tua 
of which are fold for 4 Fartbing, doth not 


fall to the Ground without the Permiſſion 


of our heavenly Father. We may there- 
fore ſtrongly conclude, that God exerci- 


© Chap. xix. 47. d Iſa. xl. 28. 7 © Pfal. xxiv. 1. 


ſes 


Matth. x. 29. 


Prayer of Jabez. 47 
ſes a fpecial Care about, and Rule over 
Man, who is the Chief of the lower Crea- 
tion, The Commencement of our Being, 
the Circumſtances of our Life, whether 
they be high or low, the Time and Man- 
ner of our Death, are all under Divine Di- 
rection. | 

2. Fabez conſidered God as his Prote- 
ctor. His humble Application to God for 
the enlarging of his Coaſt, may direct us 
to conclude, that he was ſenſible of the 
Neceſſity of Divine Protection, to preſerve 
him in a ſafe and quiet Poſſeſſion of what 
was his preſent Property. If we are per- 
ſuaded, that the Increaſe of our temporal 
Favours is from God, we cannot doubt of 
our holding whatever we may enjoy, by 


virtue of his governing Will. The peace- 


able Enjoyment of what Providence hag 
made our own, is owing to the watchful 
Care, and powerful Protection of the 
great God; Safety 1s of the Lords, He 
cauſes the Needy, that is to fay, ſuch as are 
poor, weak, and defenceleſs, fo lie down 


in ſafety". The Pſalmiſt expreſſes his 
deep Senſe of Divine Preſervation in theſe 


Words, I will both lay me down in Peace, 
and ſleep, for thou, Lord, only makeſt me 
dwell in ſafety \. E 


s Prov. xxi. 31. Ia. xiv. 30. Pal. iv. 8: 
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48 A Diſcourſe on the 
3. He acknowledged the Lord to be his 
banariful Benefactor. None can ſuitably 
apply to God for an Addition to their tem- 
poral Eſtate, but ſuch who believe his 
univerſal Providence, and know that what 
they already enjoy, be it leſs or more, is 
the Beneficence of the ſupreme Being. 
A right Application to the Lord for ſuch | 
an Increaſe of our Subſtance as we appre- 
hend to be neceſſary, carries in it a juſt 
Senſe of all the Accommodations of Life, 
being his Gifts, and what we are wholly 
undeſerving of. Believers, when they hum- 
bly and ſpiritually look up to their hea- 
venly Father, for the Communication of 
what is needful for them, gratefully ac- 
knowledge it is be Who giveth them richly 
all Things to enjoy. 
This Petition gives us a proper Occa- 
fion to enquire, whether it be lawful to 
deſire more than we poſſeſs, if our neceſſa- 
V Wants are ſupplied? or, if having dai- 
ly Bread, we may be juſtified in deſir ing 
more ? ] apprehend there are ſome Things, 
which, if they attend thoſe Deſires, ren- 
der them abſolutely unlawful; and that 
there are different Views which may make 
ſuch Deſires ſtrictly juſtifiable. 8 
Thoſe Things which, I conceive, ren- 
der theſe Deſires unlawful, are as fol- 
low : 
W; Tim. vi. 17 


1. A 


Swe of labes. 49 


1 ) A Diffidence and Diſtruſt of the con- 
tinued Care of Divine Providence abour 
vs. It is too commonly ſeen, that after 
Men have' had a. long Experience of the 
Goodneſs of God diſcovered in providing 
for them, they fink into a lamentable Di- 
truſt of the Continuance of his beneficent 
Regard to them, and fooliſhly propoſe to 
defend themſelves from Penury, by ad- 
vancing their Circumſtances. to ſuch a 
Height as may be thought to raiſe them to 


an Independance on Providence; that is to 


ſay, they diligently attempt to lay up ſo 
much Store by them as they think will be 
ſufficient to prevent their ever being Ne- 
ceſſitous. Such a Conduct is exceedingly 
blameable ; for, beſides the Uncertainty of 
human Life, which ought to check all 
ſuch anxious Deſires, what Reaſon can be 
aſſigned, why we ſhould ſcruple that the 


Providence which has ſuitably ſupplied us 


for thirty, forty, or fifty Years, will not 
take the ſame Care of us the ſhort Time 


we may longer continue in Life? But of- 


tentimes to ſuch an exceſſive Pitch does 
this Temper: ariſe in many, that they en-: 


tirely loſe all agreeable Reliſh of- thoſe 


Megcies they are favoured with, becauſe 
they are diſappointed in their Views of this 
low and difiident Kind. This covetous 
Diſpoſition is very unbecoming thoſe who 
profeſs Faith in Chriſt; it is what he ſe- 
G verely 
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50 A Diſcourſe on the 

verely cenſures, as the Effect of Unbelief, 
or of a weak Faith: Shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little Faith? Therefore 
take no Thought,” ſaying, What ſhall we eat, 
or what ſhall we drink, or wherewithal ſhall 
we be clothed (for after all theſe Things do 
the Gentiles ſeek) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all theſe 
Things', Having Food and Raiment we 


ought to be therewith content, and not di- 


ſtreſs our ſelves with Thoughts of what 
we have no juſt Reaſon to fear, v/z. the 
want of Divine Beneficence towards us. 
2.) If Ambition and Pride give riſe to, 
or cheriſh theſe Deſires, we cannot acquit 
our ſelves of Guilt in this matter. I ima- 
gine that Perſons of ambitious and aſpi- 
ring Views, are under a ſtrong Tempta- 
tion too eagerly to purſue the enriching 
of themſelves; to. ſuch the Want of Re- 
ſpect and Honour from others is intolera- 
ble. And as Riches frequently recom- 
mend a Man in the room of good Senſe, 
ſtrong Parts, Affability, and ſtrict Probity, 
except to the judicious Few; it is no won- 
der, that ſome Men are ſeen to labour af- 
ter the amaſſing of Wealth together, who 
are not able to make Pretenſions to Ho- 
Nour (but can't be eaſy without it) above 
What others in lower Life may claim 


l Matth. vi. 31, 32. 


by 


Prayer of Jabez. 31 
by the Qualifications and Virtues which 
adorn their Mind and Conduct. Men of 
this Caſt cannot patiently bear, that any 
ſhould exceed, if equal them, in Gaiety 
and Grandeur; but are far from imitating 
ſuch as are ſuperior to them in the brighter 
Excellencies that beautify a Perſon. 

3.) If we aim at enriching our ſelves 
with a View to indulge a ſenſual Appetite, 
we are highly culpable. Eaſe, Luxury, 
and Wantonneſs, are Vices that often cap- 
tivate Perſons of plentiful Fortunes; nu- 
merous Temptations attend thoſe of a ſu- 
perior Rank, which ſuch that are below 
them are not ſubject to. The Pleaſure 
that ariſes from the Abundance of 
Wealth is far from over-ballancing the 
many Dangers to which it expoſes Men : 
A thorough Conviction of which cauſed 
Agur wiſely to decline ſeeking of it; he 
knew that the Corruption of our Nature 
prompts us to Pride and Inſolence, if we 
are in elevated Circumſtances, as it temprs 
us to Actions fraudulent and unjuſt when we 
are in the Reverſe; which drew this Pray- 
er from him, who, perhaps in this Parti- 
_ cular is imitated but by few, Give me nei- 
ther Poverty nor Riches, but feed me with 
Food convenient for me, leſt I be full and de- 
ny thee, and jay, Who is the Lord? Or leſt 
J be poor and ſteal, and take the Name of 

e my 
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my God in vain n. If we deſire to be rich, 
3 an Inclination to gratify our carnal 
Affections, Providence is infinitely kind in 
denying us what would be unſpeakably to 
our Diſadvantage : Ye a5 and receive not 
becauſe ye ask amiſs, that ye may e it 
upon your Luſts". _ 

4.) When our Endeavours this Way are 
ber ve with oppreſſive Deſigns to- 
wards others, we are guilty of a very great 
Evil. Oppreſſion is a cruel and inhuman 
Vice; but many whoſe Circumſtances en- 
able them to it, ſeldom difcover the Want 
of an Inclination to practiſe it. Do not 
rich Men oppreſs you ©? ſays the Apoſtle 
Fames. The Heart of Man is ſo abomi- 
nably wicked, as to abuſe that to the De- 
triment of others, which he ought to im- 
prove to their Aſſiſtance and Advantage. 
But thine Eyes and thine Heart are not but 
for thy Covetouſneſs, and for to ſhed innocent 
Blood, and for Oppreſſion, and for Violence 
to do it v. Too many, whole Ability 
renders them capable of relieving the Di- 
ſtreſſed and Neceſſitous, are fo far from 
Chriſtian Generoficy, as to increaſe the 


Poverty of their Dependants, by abating 


them of their Wages, — any manner 


m Prov. Xxx. 8, 9. ER Jaidbi W Chap. i ii. "i 
P Jer, Jah, 17+. | 3 
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Prayer of Jabez. 52 
of Neceſſity, but merely from an inſati- 
able Deſire after adding to their own 
Wealth. I can't tell, whether the Fre- 
quency of this may not have ſo far blinded 
the Minds of ſome Men, as to make them 
think it no Crime: If any Check is given 
by the Conſcience for ſuch a Conduct, it 
is preſently ſilenced by this pitiful and 
ſhameleſs Excuſe, If I do it not others will. 
It would be well if thoſe Words were ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered by ſuch, I will be a ſwift 
Witneſs againſt thoſe that oppreſs the Hire- 
ling in his Wages *, Let not any think to 
Join with others in Sin, and imagine that 
they ſhall not ſhare with them in the Pu- 
niſnment. . 

If any of theſe Things attend our Deſires 
of enlarging our Treaſure, thoſe Deſires 
proceed from a low and baſe Principle. 

There are ſome very juſtifiable Reaſons 
that may be mentioned in favour of ſuch 
Defires, and which ſuthcientff defend us 
in cheriſhing of them. | 

(.) That we may be able to aſſiſt others 
who are in want. This is a Duty incum- 
bent upon us all; we are required 70 do 
good to all Men, eſpecially to them who are 
of the Houſbold of Faith. In this we 
ought to imitate the Beneficence of our 
heavenly Father, who cauſes bis Sun to 


 *Mal, iii. 5. 1 Gal. vi. 10. 
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riſe on the Evil and on the Good ; and ſends 


eth Rain on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt * 


Now, if we uſe our Diligence to render 
our ſelves capable of this Charity and Be- 
nevolence, it is to our Commendation ; to 
this we are directed, Let him that ſtole 
feeal no more, but rather let him labour, 
working with his Hands the Thing that is 
good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth *, We are under Obligation to be 
induſtrious, with a View to the Service of 
our Fellow-Creatures, but more eſpecial- 
ly, that we may enable our ſelves to relieve 
poor and diſtreſſed Saints. As in all other 
Things, ſo in this, perhaps our treache- 
rous Hearts too frequently deceive us; we 
may ſometimes think, that we, would be 
extenſively charitable, if. our Circumſtan- 
ces were but once advanced to ſuch a 
Height; an eager Defire of which holds 


our hand, and prevents our preſent Libe- 


rality ; and if ſo, we may be aſſured, that 
our Deſire of encreaſing our Stock is nat 
for the ſake of others, but wholly for our 
ſelves; or; that it is a ſelfiſh Principle 
which governs us. 

(2.) It is lawful to defire an Increaſe of 
our Subſtance, with a View to our Im- 
provement in uſeful Knowledge. There 
is a great Variety of Subjects that well de- 
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Prayer of Jabez. 5 
ſerve our diligent Study, in order to any 
conſiderable Acquaintance with which, 


ſuch Helps are neceſſary, that cannot be 


obtained without great Expence; and 
therefore Perſons in low Circumſtances, 
though they may have an excellent Geni- 


us, or their Intellectuals may be ſuch as fit 


them for ſublime Studies, yet their Situa- 
tion of Affairs does not furniſh them with 
ſuitable Opportunities, and neceſſary Ad- 
vantages, for that Improvement of which 
they are capable. In the Opinion of Solo- 
mon, an Advancement in Knowledge is far 
preferable to the Increaſe of Riches. Hou 
much better is it to get Wiſdom than Gold; 
and to get Underſtanding rather to be choſen 
than Silver u. The Works of Nature are 
very worthy of our diligent Enquiries, for 
thoſe Diſcoveries which are to be made of 
the Order, Dependance, Beauty, and Har- 
mony of natural Things, may juſtly lead 
us to adore the great Creator, whoſe infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Power will viſibly ap- 
| por to us in all our Diſquiſitions of this 

ind. But the gracious Deſign of the Sal- 
vation of Sinners, or evangelical Myſte- 
Ties, beſt deſerve our aſſiduous Studies, be- 
cauſe the Divine Perfections are more emi- 
nently diſplayed therein, and our deareſt 
Intereſt is moſt nearly concerned in our 
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56 A Diſcourſe on the 
Acquaintance with thoſe heavenly Things: 
Now it is lawful to deſire an Increaſe of 
bur temporal Subſtance, in order to capa- 
citate us for Improvement (by obtaining 
of neceſſary Helps) in ſuch valuable Know- 
ledge. ! 

(3.) We may lawtully deſire an Enlarge- 
ment of our Treaſure, out of a Regard to 
the Intereſt of Religion : The Promotion 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Propaga- 
tion of his Goſpel,' challenge our warmeſt 
| Zeal. If we have a deep Senſe of the ma- 
. ny Obligations we are under to Chriſt, we 
ſhall certainly be influenced to contribute 
all we can to the Support and Spreading 
of his Cauſe in the World: We cannot 
neglect, and be indifferent towards his In- 
tereſt, without involving our ſelves in 
Guilr. Beſides, a proper Uſe of what Pro- 
vidence entruſts us with, is very likely to 
be attended with a Bleſſing. It is to be 
queſtioned, whether Liberality tends. to 
impoveriſh us, but we are aſſured, that fo 
207 CH- hold more than is meet tends to Pover- 
ty”. Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, 
and with the Firſt- Fruits of all thine In- 
creaſe, ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled with 


Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt out with. 


new Wine. Now, though theſe Views 
may juſtify us, in deſiring an Addition to 


Prov. xi. 24. * Chap: n. #0 


our 
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our temporal Riches, yet our Application 
to God for it ought to be with entire Sub- 
miſſion to his Will, as conſidering, that he 
knows what is moſt proper for us, and beſt 
underſtands how we ſhould uſe what we 
might be entruſted with. For my Part, I 
freely confeſs, that I apprehend Riches are 
no farther deſireable than as they ſubſerve 


theſe valuable Ends mentioned; and what 


Account thoſe will be able to give here- 
after, who are poſſeſſed dof them, and do 
not improve them to theſe Purpoſes, they 


will do well ſeriouſly to conſider. I ima- 


gine it muſt be much ſuch a one as that 

Servant gave, who laid up his Pound in a 
Napkin u, and neglected to occupy it. 

| - The third Branch of this Prayer is, 


That thine Hand might be with me. 


By the Hand of God may be intended his 

werful Grace; as it is in theſe Words, 
The Hand of the Lord was with them, and 
a great Number believed; which God pro- 
miſes to turn upon his People and I will 
turn mine Hand upon the little ones*, Theſe 
Words are expreſſive of God's gracious and 
effectual Influence. in and upon his Saints. 
Fabez was ſenſible that this was neceſſary 

to his Aſſiſtance, Protection, Guidance, 
and Conſolation, and therefore intreats chat 
he might be favoured therewith. 


Luke xix. 20. Acts xi. 21. a Zech. xiii. 7. 
| | H 1. The 
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58 Diſcourſe on tbe 
1. The Hand of God's Love and Fa- 
vour is neceſſary to our Aid and Aſſiſtance. 
We are unable to excite, or put into 
Exerciſe, and maintain the Vigor of thoſe 
Graces that are formed in us, which yet 
are very needful to the Comfort and Joy 
of our Souls. Our ſpiritual Vivacity and 
Livelineſs is wholly dependant on Chriſt, 
_ @oith whom is the Fountain of Life*, As 
Branches in the natural Vine cannot bear 
Fruit without continued Communica- 
tion of Nouriſhment from it, ſo Believers, 
who are Branches of Chriſt, the true Vine, 
cannot bring forth any ſpiritual Fruit to 
God's Glory, unleſs they have a conſtant Sup- 
ply of Grace from him; without me ye can 
do nothing ©. Again, they are unequal to a 
ſpiritual Performance of any Duty, with- 
out Divine Aſſiſtance: Their religious 

Exerciſes are gone through in a very cold, 
dull, and heavy Manner, if heavenly In- 
fluences are with- held, a Senſe of which 
drew this Requeſt from the Church, Draw 
med. Various Temptations attend the 
Saints ; and their corrupt Part is very rea- 
dy to comply therewith. Nor are they, of 
themſelves, able to repel the Force of the 
leaſt which may befal them. All our Abi- 
lity to withſtand Satan's urgent Solicita- 
tions to Evil is derived from Chriſt, who 
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Prayer of Jabez. 59 
is our Strength, as well as Righteouſneſs <. 
A Multitude of Snares ſurround us in this 
ſinful World, which is, as it were, a Land 
of. Deſerts and Pits *; and therefore ſuper- 
natural Aſſiſtance is abſolutely requiſite to 
our comfortable Walking, where we can't 
but be ſenſible that manifold Difficulties 


and Dangers are before us. Beſides, ma- 


ny Afflictions ſeize upon us while we are 
here, which are nor joyous but grievaus*, 

though they yield the peaceable Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs in the End. How neceſſa- 
ry it is that Chriſt's /eff Hand ſhould be 
under our Head , to keep us from ſinking, 
thoſe fully know, over-whom the ſurging 
Waves of deep Diſtreſſes have rolled. 

2. Omnipotent Grace is neceſſarily re- 
quired to our Protection. It is not to be 
imagined, that we are furniſhed with a 
Power ſufficient to defend our ſelves againſt 
the violent Aſſaults of that roaring Lion, 
Satan, who walketh about, ſeeking whom he 
may devour *, The treacherous and pow- 
erful Enemies which are within our own 
Breaſts would certainly prevail againſt us, 
and involve us in endleſs Deſtruction, if 
Divine Power did not ſtand engaged for 
our Defence. Our Ruin would be inevita- 
ble, if Chriſt was not as well a Shield to 


„ xlv. 24. m. 2 Heb. xii, 13. 
n Cant, i ii. 6. 1 Pet. i. 8. | 
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60 A Diſcourſe n the © 
defend us, as a Sun * to enlighten us: S0 
great is our Danger, which ariſes from the 
Deceit and Power of Sin in our Hearts. 
The Number, Malice, and Rage of the 
Saints Adverſaries in the World, would 
ſtrike them with the greateſt Conſterna- 
tion, were they left to defend themſelves; 
it is only the Knowledge of their having 
an impregnable Place of Defence to retreat 
to in all Dangers, which bears up their 
Courage and Fortitude of Mind. The 
Name of the Lord is a ſtrong Tower; the 
Righteous runneth into it and is ſafe'. It is 
by the Power of God alone that they are 
kept through Faith unto Salvation". 5 

3. The Ski/fulneſs of God's Hand is ve- 
ry needful to our Guidance and Direction. 
We are full as defective in Wiſdom as in 
Strength; The Way of Man is not in bim- 
ſelf ; it is not in Man that walketh to direct 
his Steps. We are often at as great a Loſs 
how to conduct our ſelves under difficult 
C:rcumftances, as we are unable to act the 
Part which becomes us; hence the Pſal- 
miſt entirely depended on Direction from 
above; Thou ſhalt guide me with thy Coun- 
fel". The true Knowledge of what is our 
Duty is a Gift from Heaven, as well as 
the Ability to perform it. Teach me to do 


*PlalL homiv.'7:. - Prov. xvii. 10. | ® 1Pet 1.5. 
2 Pfal. Ixxviii. 72. © Jer. x. 23. p Pal. Ixxiii. 24- 
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Prayer of Jabez. 61 
thy Will*, is a Petition ſuitable. to the 
Candition of us all. The Path in which 
we. ſhould walk is frequently out of our 
View; we know not where or how to take 
one Step, So far as our Actions are agreeable to 
the Character of good Men they are direct- 
ed by God; f he Steps of a good Man are ordered 
_ bythe Lord. We thould turn aſide, and eter- 
nally wander, if a gracious God did not ſay 
to us, when we decline to the rigbt Hand, or 
to the left, this is the Way, walk ye in itt. 

4- The kind Influences of God upon us. 
are neceſſary to our Conſolation. . All our 
ſpiritual Comfort takes its Riſe. from rich 
Grace, and is effected by the good Hand 
of God upon us Hence the Lord is ſtiled 
the God of Confolation*, Believers never 
have any ſolid Peace and Joy but when 
they are favoured: with the Smiles of their 
heavenly Father: He only can comfort them 
when they are caſt down". This he graci- 
ouſly promiſes to do for them, As one whom 
his Mother comforteth ſo will I comfort you v. 
And this his free Promiſe he effectually 
makes good, by ſhewing to them the Im- 
mutability of his Counſel, concerning their 
Salvation, which he has confirmed by an 
Oath, That by tuo immutable Things, 
wherein it is impoſſible for him to lye, they 


J Plal. cxliii. 10. Pfl. anũ 23. 4“ 
t Neh. ii. 8. Rom. xv. 5. 2 Cor. vii. 6. 
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62 A Diſcourſe on the 

might have a ſtrong Conſolation . Through. 
a Contraction of Guilt they ſometimes are 
deprived of their ſpiritual Joys, their Gra- 
ces grow languid, and their Hearts are ex- 
ceedingly troubled: This was David's 
Caſe, when he thus expreſſed himſelf to 
his God, | Reftore unto ine the Foy ef thy 
Salvation v. What he earneſtly deſited on 
his own Account, God will * Omg his di- 
ſtreſſed Children with, notwithſtanding their” 
Backſlidings from him. I bave ſeen his Ways, 
and will heal bim; I will lead him alſo, 
and reſtore Comforts to oo; and 70 his 
Mourners *, _ 

4thly. Jaber prays to be . from Evil: 
And that thou wouldſt keep me from Evil. 
He urges a Reaſon for this Petition, it is 
this, That it may not grieve me. I ſhall, _ 

0 .) Conſider the Requeſt. 

(2.) Obſerve the Argument he = 
— obtaining the Favour he aſKetct. 

(1.) Jam to conſider the Requeſt, which 
is, And that thou wouldeſt keep me from 
Evil. In this Branch of his Prayer are 
three Things to be enquired into. 

[1.] What is deſigned by Evil. 
I.:. What is ſuppoſed by Jabez his ap- 

plying to God to be kept from it. 

[3.] How the Lord * his ol | 

| from Evil. 


Heb. vi. 17, 18. YPſl, I. 12. fl. lyii. 18. 
0 [I.] Evil 


Prayer of Jabez. 63 
[i.] Evil ſometimes deſigns Penalty; 
* in theſe Words, I will bring Evil up- 
on them which they ſhall not be able to eſcape ; 
and though they 2 cry unto me I will not 
 hearken unto them. In other Places it in- 
tends Affliction; as in theſe Words, and 
comforted him over all the Evil, 1. e. Ai- 
Eton that the Lord had brought upon him®. 
All Puniſhment is Affliction; bur al! Affi | 
tion is not Penalty. Job's Affliction had 
nothing of a penal Nature in it. Evil is 
elſewhere taken for Sin; as here, Je that 
love the Lord hate Evil, i. e. Sin. This 
I apprehend to be principally deſigned at 
leaſt; in this Place, under our. Confidera- 
tion. It is not improbable but :»Fabez 
might have in View Afflictions, and deſire 
to be delivered from them, + which are 
grievous in their Nature. But I imagine 
it was Sin that he chiefly had Reſpect to, 
and was defirous of being kept from. A 
very evil Thing it is. 
(..) It is Evil in its Nature. It is con- 
trary to God; It's the abominable Thing 
that be hates*. It is a Tranſgreſſion of 
the Divine Law; MHYhoſoever committeth 
Sin, ſays the Apoſtle John, tranſgreſſeth 
allo the Law, for Sin: is the Tranſgrgſion of 
the Lawe. In ſinning we act in direct Op- 


by Jer. Xi. 11. b Job xlii. 11. Pfl. zcvii. 10. 
Jer. xliv. 4. John iii. 4. 
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64 A Diſcourſe on the 
poſition to the Will of God, deſpiſe his 
Authority, and ſtrike at his Government; 
who therefore will ever be able fully to 
deſcribe the diſagreeable Nature of this 
hideous Monſter? | 
(2.) Since Sin is thus vile in its Nature 
it can't be imagined to be good in its Ef- 
fects. The Conſequences ariſing from it 
have been fatal to all cimrgeable with it. 
Man's Apoſtaſy from God, or his firſt 
Breach of the Law, involved us all in Mi- 
ſery and Woe. By that Sin the Rectitude 
and Purity of our Nature was loſt, and 
we are become polluted, and prone to all 
Iniquity. Beſides, it is Sin that expoſes us 
to the Curſe and Condemnation of the 
Law, and renders us liable to God's eter- 
nal Vengeance; for which Things ſake (i. e. 
the Luſts mentioned above) cometh the 
Wrath of God upon the Children of Diſobe- 
dience*, That is the curſed Fountain from 
which all penal Evils ſpring here, and from 
whence everlaſting Deſtruction will ariſe 
hereafter; eternal Death is the MWagess of it, 
or that is properly demerited by it: Its 
Nature therefore muſt be inconceivably 
vile and abominable. E 
[2] Fabez having a proper Senſe of the 
evil and odious Nature of Sin, applies to 
the Lord to be kept from it. Thus all 


f Col. iii. 6. e Rom. vi. 23. 


Be- 


Prayer of Jabez. 65 
Believers do; as David, who expreſſes him- 
ſelf after this Manner, Cleanſe thou me 
from ſecret Faults ; keep back thy Servant 
alſo from preſumptuous Sins, let them not 
have Dominion over me", Chriſt gives us 
Advice to this in his Directory for Prayer, 
Lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us 
from Euil i. The Neceſſity of a Depen- 
dance on God for Preſervation from the 
Commiſſion of Sin, thus appears. (it 
1. Sin dwells in every Behever. Tis 
true, the Saints are born from above *, or 
a Principle of Holineſs is implanted in 
them ', which influences them to deſire 4 
perfect Conformity to Chriſt ; but their 
Experience ſufficiently convinces. them, 
that it is far from being arrainable, ; in this 
Life: Whoever ſhall conceit that he hath 
attained to Perfection already, will give 
but too evident a Proof of his being under 
a dreadful Deluſion; If we ſay that we 
bave no Sin, we decei ve our ſelves, and the 
Truth is not in us v. There is a carnal and 
fleſhly, as well as a ſpiritual Part in every 
Child of God; contrary and jarring Prin- 
ciples reſide in his Breaſt ; The Fleſb luſteth 

againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one to 
the other ®. According to the carnal Part 


n pfal. xix. 13. i Matth. vi. 13. John i. 13. 
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66 ADifcoirſe# the 
he is hent to Batkfhiding * + The natural 
Turn and Biaſs of bis Will is to Evil; 


hence the Apoſtle thus complains; In at. 
(that is in ny Fleſh ) Aelleth no good hinge. 


Phe Danger 'we are in'of* "being "overdone | 


by the Deceitfulneſs and Power of indwell- 
ing Corruption; is far greater thin many, 
Ae would be eſteemed Ghriſtians, ſeem 
to be Aware ef. It is difffcult to deter 
mine, whether the Dèceit, or the Strength 
f Sin; is the teateſt. Its Deceicfulneſs 
Appears wany Ways: It ofterr hides the 
Viriofity and fad Conleqbenees of 2 ſinful 
Aion, 0 whieh the Will is folioited tb 
yield, atid endeav urs to keep the Thoughts, 

wholly exercited about che Pleaſures, er 


ang Advantages that Will attend it: 


It offers frrahy Things /to® exterinare the 
Nature of Crimes and {trotigly infiſts 


upon it, that chere eannot de any great 


Harm in indulging ſuch a a particular e- 


Aire that may ariſe in the Soul; that at 


Heaſt ſome Advances may be Made towards 


What our carnal Affections are defirous of, 


withour'the Contraction ef an great Gullt. 
Thus by gradual and flow Steps, if 'the 
Grace of God doth not prevent, it gains 
conſiderable Ground in oùr Hearts. The 
Power and Prevalence of it is equal to its 
hers 4a this the Apoſtle _ forth by 


i} 


i 1 — 
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Prayer of Jabez. 67 

calling it & Lau, and g Law that wars 
againſt the Law of the Mind; and, as he 
obſerves, not without Succeſs, for it brings 
us into Captivity a; or prevails againſt us, 
which, if we Sh conſider, we mult al- 
low it is highly neceſſary for us, earneſtly. 
to pray to God, to be kept from Evil. 
2. We are liable to a great Variety of 
Temptations. Satan is an unwearied Ad- 
verſary, and hath had long Experience in 
tempting of Men; whence it is reaſonable 
to conclude, that he may be capable of 
gueſſing, what our Conſtitutions prinei- 
pally incline us to, or what Temptations 
are molt likely to prevail with us: It is not 
to be queſtioned, but he diligently conſi- 
ders our Age, Circumſtances in Life, na- 
tural Inclinations, and the different Occa- 
ſions to Sin which may turn up, and there- 
by takes us at great Diſadvantages, and 
without a Standard is lift up againſt bim 
we are carried away as with an impetuous 
and violent Flood. The Craft of this old 
Serpent *, in ſalicicing us to the Commil- 
ſion of Evil, is as great as the Sting, that 
attends his accuſing us of thoſe Sins which 
we have committed. His Subtlety is not 
unequal to his Poiſon, and therefore it be- 
comes us to depend on Chriſt for Preſerva- 
tion from, and Aid under his Temptations, 


Rom. vi. 21— 23. r Ifa, lix. 19. Rev. xii. . 
1 | wha 


68 A Diſcourſe on the 
who hath bruiſed his Head*, and will 
ſhortly bruiſe him under our Feet. 

We are unable to check and ſubdue 
the Motions of Evil in our Hearts, or to 
withſtand Temptations. A Perſon may at 
ſome Times think of a Crime with the 
greateſt Deteſtation, and imag ine himſelf 
to be Proof againſt all Enticements to it, 
and ſay as Hazael did, Am Ia Dog that 1 
ſhould do this great T, bing, i i. e. Evil", and 
yet be prevailed on to commit it. Peter 
imagined, that he ſhould much rather 
chuſe Death than deny his Maſter ; but 
_ notwithſtanding his Abhorrence of ſo vile 
a Fact, he became guilty of it, with dread- 
ful Aggravations attending it. And why we 
| ſhould ſuppoſe, that we are furniſhed with 
an Ability ſufficient to guard and defend us, 
in a Time of Temptation, any more than 
that Servant of Chriſt was, I know nor. 
If we conceit that there is no Danger of 
our committing any Evil, becauſe at pre- 
ſent our Souls riſe up againſt it, let us not 
be roo confident, but be humble, know- 
ing that our Hearts are deceitful above alli 
Things, and deſperately wicked *, leſt the 
Lord leave us to our ſelves, to check our 
Vanity, as he did Hezekiab, who after a 
| Recovery from a CY Sickneſs, was 


t Gen. iii. 15. Rom. xvi. 20. gv 13.7 
* Jer. xvii. 9. e 


guilty 


4 ö 


Prayer of Jabez. 6g 
guilty of very great Pride and Vain-Glory, 
upon which it is ſaid, That God left him, 
fo try him, and that he might know all that 
Was in his Heart”), He was a good Man, 
but entertain'd either too high an Opinion 
of the Exactneſs of his former Conduct, or 
cheriſhed improper Thoughts concerning 
his own Strength; or it may be both, and 
therefore God permitted him to fall, to 
humble and abaſe him, by his Grace, in 
recovering of him from his Sin. If the Lord 
ſaw it meet, that a humble Paul, who 
thought himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all 
Saints, ſhould be grieved with a Thorn in 
His Fleſh, or be buffeted by a Meſſenger from 
Satan, leſt he ſhould be exalted above Mea- 
ſure*; certainly we cannot think too 
meanly of our ſelves, nor have too ſtrict a 
Dependance on Divine Grace, . to keep us 
from Evil, to which we are naturally ins 
clined, and are often ſtrongly tempted to 
commit. We never walk ſo ſafely as when 
we walk humbly. May the Lord there- 
fore enable us to watch, and to join Pray- 
er to Watchfulneſs, which is no leſs ne- 
ceſſary; Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into Temptation. 
[3.] God keeps his People from falling 
into the Commiſſion of groſs Evils. Thus, 


Y 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. Eph. ij. 8. 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
Matth. xxvi. 1. | 


1. By 


70 A: Diſcourſe on the 
1. By maintaining in their Souls a pro- 
per Senſe of Sin. If an Apprehenſion of 
the vile Nature of Sin declines in us, we 
wege great Danger of being overcome by 
Slight Thoughts concerning a Crime 
dertainly pave the Way for the Commiſ- 
ſion of it, be it what it will. If once our 
Conſcience is ſo far overcome by the 
Strength of our Paſſions, as to abate of its 
Teſtimony againſt any particular Vice, 
nothing can poſſibly prevent our ſinking 
into it, but ſpecia] and ſeaſonable Influen- 


ces of Divine Grace, to awaken the Con- 


ſcience out of that Lethargy Sin has throwh 
it into; for it is certain we are not far 
from the Perpetration of that Evil, how 
great ſoever it may be. It is only at ſuch 
a Time that we make a a proper Reſiſtance 
againſt Sin, in which we ſay as Fo/epb — 
How can wwe. do this great Wickedneſs and 
n againſt God ©. 

2. By keeping up a juſt Senſe of our own 


TIRES 1; in our Hearts. If once we ſo far 


forget our ſelves, as to imagine that we 
ſhall be able to ſtand in a Time of Temp- 
tation, without a ſtrict Dependance on 
Chriſt for Strength, it is very much if 
we do not make bold, even with Occaſions 
to Sin; for preſuming on our own Abili- 


| 9, Wy tends to takes us off from ne- 


0 3 xXXix. 9. 


aſe 


Prayer of Jabez. =. 
eefliry Caution, and therefore it is a Mi- 


the Evil which" we begin to make [ inn 
ces towards; this, perhaps, may have been 


The Caſe with ſome, but they have been 


Pre fer ved, yet it can hardly be ſuppoſed, 
without the Contraction of a great Degree 

Guilt; and: they have infinite Caufe of 

hankfolnefs, that they were not fully 
drawn on to the Finiſhing of Sin“: An 
humble Reliance on Chrift for Preferva- 
tion from Evil, directs us to avoid all Oc- 
<eaſions to Sin, as well as beſt fortifies us 
againſt all T emptations to it. Let us 


therefore ſay with the Pſalmiſt, T will g 


in the Strength of the Lord; and take the 
N which the Apoſtle gave to Time- 
Thou, therefore, my Son, be frrong in 

the Grace that is in Cbriſt 72 g 
3. Abiding Thoughts of our Union wich 
Chriſt directly tend to keep us from ſin- 
ing. The Relation in which we ſtand to 
im is our greateſt Honour, and the im- 
moveable Foundation of our Security. 
Chriſt is our Head, and we are his Mem- 
bers; He is the Head of 'the Body the 


Churches; and we are faid 10 be Members of 


"bis Body, of bis Fleſh, and of bis Bones; 
"which "the Apoſtle improves as an Argu- 
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ment to Purity and Chaſtity of Life, Shall 
I then take the Members of Chrif and make 
them the Members of an Harlot,, God for- 
bid. It is exceeding diſagreeable in a 
Member of Chriſt to act in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to his Will; he is the Huſband of the 
Church, from hence her Duty is inferra- 
ble, as much as her Dignity. This conju- 
gal Relation of Believers to Chriſt, plainly 
ſuggeſts the great Obligations they are un- 
der to love, ſubmit to, and reverence him; 
according to the Strength of their Faith in 
this Union, they will certainly be deſirous 
of acting agreeable to his Command. 
(2. ) I proceed to conſider the Reaſon 
which Fahez renders of this his Petition; 
which is, That it may not grieve me. Sin is a 
certain Occaſion of Grief ſooner or later; 
however bold Men may make with it now, 
they will undoubtedly find it (if rich Grace 
revent not) to be the Cauſe of inexpreſſi- 
ble and eternal Anguiſh and — The 
Grief ariſing from it here, is either legal or 
evangelical. 
I. It is the Occaſion of Fl. Sorrow, 
which diſcovers it ſelf in theſe two Things. 
1.) A Dread of God's Anger; ſomerhing 
of which may frequently attend a Belie- 
ver; thus A/aph iufornis us, that he re- 
member d God and Was troubled *, k An Ap- 


i 1 Cor. vi. 15. E Pfal. lxxvii. 3. | 
prehenſion 
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prehenſion of God's immenſe Knowledge, 
E Purity, and omnipotent Power, when 


attended with a Senſe of our own Gullt, | 


raiſes the greateſt Confuſion, and deepeſt 


Diſtreſs in our Minds; for hence we col- 


lect, that he i is fully acquainted with all 
our Diſobedience to him; that as Sin is 


contrary to his pure Nature, he cannot but 


hate it; and as his Power is boundleſs, to 
our increaſing Sorrow, we can't but be 
ſenſible that he is able to inflict upon us 
the Puniſhment we deſerve; that it is im- 
poſſible we ſhould ſcreen our ſelves from 
Juſtice, before ſuch a Judge; let not any 
be decerved, for God is not mocked, 
2.) A Departure from God. Guilt drives 
Men from making an Application to him, 
who alone can ſave them. Thus when 
Adam had finned, and ſaw his Nakedneſs, 
or that he had loſt the Rectitude of his 
Nature; and that he had, by his Tranſ- 
greſſion, expoſed himſelf to the juſt Diſ- 
leaſure of his Creator, he was ſo far from 
humbly proſtrating bimſelf before him, 
acknowledging his Guilt, and aſking of 
Pardon, that he turns his Back u on him; 
nor would he ever have pai. if God 
had not ſought him. A Senſe of Guilc 
forces all his Poſterity to act ſuch a Fart, 
without a View of Mercy. 


Gal. vi. 7. ® Gen. iii. 8—10. 
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74. A Diſcourſe on the 
Theſe Things attend a legal Sorrow, or 
Grief ariſing from Sin and Guilt, which it 
is to be feared too many take to be Repen- 
tance anto Life, 

2. There is an evangelical Grief on ac- 
count of Sin, which the Grace of God 

oduces in Believers, by enabling them to 
act Faith on a crucified Jeſus; They ſhall 
hook upon me whom they have pierced, and 
mourn, as a Man mourns for his only Son; 
and be in Bitterneſs for him, as one is in 
Bitterneſs for his Firſt-born". Many Con- 
fiderations maintain the Flow of this kind 
and ingenuous Sorrow in che Heart of a 
Believer. =" | 

1.) That Sin is committed againſt a gra- 

eious God and Father. The Guilt of thoſe 
Sins is highlyaggravated which are commit- 
ted after Diſcoveries of Grace and Mercy, 
which when duly weighed by the Saints, 
it troubles them exceedingly to think, chat 
they have ſo often offended the Lord, after 
Intimations of his Love have been given to 
their Souls, With deep Humility, and 
flowing Grief, they acknowledge their 
Unworthineſs, as did the Prodigal, ſaying, 
Father, I have finned againſt Heaven, and 
before thee*. Thus David ſeems to be 
peirced very much, with the Conſideration 
of his having ſinned againſt a God of infi- 


* Zech. xii. 10. Luke xv. 18. 
SA -» Nite 
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nite Mercy; According ta the Multitude of 
thy tender Mercies blot out my Tranſgreſji- 
ons?, God's great Mercy was tne only 
Foundation of his Hope of Pardon; and 
the Senſe he had of ſinning againſt ſuch a 
God went very near him; Againſt thee, 
thee only have 1 ſinned, and done this Evil 
in thy fight a. There is this great Difference 
between legal and evangelical Sorrow for 
Sio, the former ariſes from an Apprehen- 
ſion and Dread of God's Anger; the latter 
ſprings from the Exerciſe of Faith on his 
infinite Grace and Goodneſs. 1 
2.) When a Believer conſiders that he 
has ſinned againſt a kind and gracious Re- 
' deemer, a large Vent is given to this Goſpel- 
Sorrow. It was a Senſe of Chriſt's Love 
which Peter had, that melted him into 
Tears: Immediately upon his great and 
dreadful Fall, he received a Look of Love 
from his ſuffering Saviour; the Lord turn- 
ed and looked upon Peter; this cauſed him 
to depart from thoſe vile Perſons who were 
the Occaſion of his Sin, and to ſeek a pri- 
vate Place where he might give free Vent to 
his ſwelling Grief; he went out and wept 
bitterly *, Could you over-hear a Believer 
in his private Devotion, when under a 
broken Senſe of his Guilr, I imagine you 


Þ Pfal. Ii. 10. a Ver. 4. © Luke xxii. 61. 
Matth. xxvi. 75. | | 
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would find him to confeſs and mourn over 
it much after this Manner. How exceed- 

ingly vile and ungrateful is my Heart, 
which bas led me to the Commiſſion of 
Sin, although I have ſeen that to be the 
meritorious Cauſe of all thoſe dolorous and 
cruel Sufferings that my deareſt Saviour 
underwent upon my Account, to deliver 
me from deſerved Vengeance ? O wretch- 
ed Ingratitude that J have been guilty of, 
to fin againſt thee my precious Redeemer, 
who didſt ſhed thy Blood, and make thy 
Soul an Offering for my Sin; ! The Ag- 
gravations that attend my Guilt ariſing 
from hence, are far beyond my Expreſſion 
or Conception; however, ſtill permit me, 
to proſtrate my ſelf at thy Feet, and hum- 
bly hope in thy Merits' for Pardon, and 
depend on thy Grace for the Deſtruction, 
of thoſe abominable Luſts that dwell in my 
Heart. 1 greatly long for the entire Ex- 
tirpation of them, that I might fin againſt 
thee no more, to the Grief of wo Soul, 
nor to thy Diſhonour. 

The Saints are very ek wroubled 
chat they have grieved the Holy Spirit by 
their Sin: It was by him that they were 
convinced of their natural Corruption and 
Danger, their Need of Chriſt, and of his 
Suitableneſs as a Saviour; ; by his Influen- 


t Ifa, Iii. 10. 


Ces 


Prayer of Jabez, 9 


ces were they enabled to hope in him, and 


to commit the Keeping of their Souls to 


him. Alſo as a Comforter and Witneſs he 
gave them an Evidence of their Intereſt in 


Chriſt, and of their being Sons to God; 


The Spirit it ſelf beareth witneſs with our 
Spirit, that we are the Children of God. 
All which being conſidered by a Believer, 
when under a Senſe of his Guilt, inexpreſ- 
ſibly wounds him, becauſe he clearly ap- 
prehends that he has grieved the Holy Spi- 
rit, by whom he has been ſealed to the Day 
of Redemption 

4.) The Reproach that is brought upon 
Religion, by the unbecoming Conduct of 
a Believer, is the Occaſion of deep Diſtreſs 
to his Soul. A virtuous Life is an Orna- 
ment to the Goſpel which we profeſs to 


believe, and juſtifies the Doctrine of Grace 


from the foul Aſperſions that are thrown 
upon it, by ſuch as are oppoſite ro it; 
on the contrary, an irregular Conduct 
gives Occaſion to thoſe, who are not Fa- 
vourers of that Doctrine, to load it with 


Calumny and Odium. When any are ſuf- 
fered, through the Strength of diſorderly , 
Paſſions, and powerful Temprations, to 


fall, who have taſted the Sweetneſs of 
_ thoſe Doctrines, they are exceedingly 
troubled that the Truths and Intereſt of 


U Rom. vili. 16. * Eph. iv. 30. 


Chriſt | 
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Chriſt ſhould be reproached through their 
Sin and Folly. 
F.) That Darkneſs, which follows upon 
the Commiſſion of Sin, in the Soul of a 
Believer, is very grieving to him. It is 
the Happineſs of the Saints that they are 
inſeparably intereſted in the Livine Fa- 
your ; that nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate 
them from the — of God which is in Chriſt 
eſus *; and that they are indiſſolubly uni- 
ted with Chriſt : For their eternal Security 
is wholly dependent thereupon. Bur tho! 
their Intereſt in the favourable Regard and 
Love of God can never be * yet the 
Senſe and Apprehenſion of that Intereſt 
may be interrupted by Sin for a Time. 
Now, as the Enjoyment of the Divine 
Preſence is the chiefeſt Joy of the Saints: 
When their Guilt ſeparates God and them, 
with reſpect to preſent and gracious Com- 
munion?; or when it veils his Face, and 
hides the Light of his Countenance from 
them, and they are covered with Clouds 
and Darkneſs; great Sorrow falls their 
Hearts; Weeping endures for ſuch a Night *; 
of black and melancholy Deſertion, as Da: 
vid found by Experience, which gaveiriſe 
to this Petition of his, at the Time in which 
he confeſſed his Guilt, Reflere unto me the 
7 | 3 . 
s Rom. viii. 38, 39- y 18. lix. Z. 
| xxx. 5. 
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Jey of thy Salvation, and 1 me with 
thy free Spirit *, 
6.) The Weakneſs which the Commiſ- 
fion of Sin occaſions to the Graces of the 
Saints, is the Cauſe of great Diſtreſs to 
their Souls. The Work of Grace upon 
the Heart of a Believer cannot, ſhall not 

be deſtroyed, but be carried on until tbe 
Day of Chriſt»; notwithſtanding he is li- 
able to ſpiritual Decays, with reſpect to 
the Exerciſe of Grace the Comfort 
he may have enjoyed. Sin naturally rends 
to interrupt the Exerciſe of Faith, to cool 
our Love, and to abate the Vigor of oùr 
Hope, as, I imagine, muſt be evident to 
every true Chriſtian, The. Irreverence 
which the Church at Corinth was guilty 
of, in the Celebration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, was much to their Diſadvantage; 
their coming together was not for the better 
but for the worſe*; on Account thereof 
many among them were weak and ſichly, 
and many flept®, Which Words either in- 
rend bodily Indiſpoſition and Death, or 
ſpiritual Weakneſs, Diſorder, and ſlum- 
bring, drowſy Frames. I ſee no Inconve- 
nience to attend the latter Senſe, Sizce 
ſuch Conſequences follow upon Sin, ber- 
cainly it becomes us, as we regard the 


= Pal. li. 1. k © © 1 Cor. xi. 17. 
© Ibid. ver. 30. | ek 
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Comfort of our own Souls, and ahi Crea 
dit of Religion, to pray, that we may be 


kept from it, that it may not grieve us. 
But to proceed, 


III. Jaber received a gracious Anſwer 
God granted unto him that which be re- 
gueſied. The Lord will hear and anſwer 
the Prayers of his People. The Church 
expreſſes her Faith in this Matter thus; 
My God will hear me. Here I ſhall ob- 
ſerve, 

Firſt, That ſeveral Things may ſerve 
to encourage us to believe, that we ſhall 
be favourably regarded in our Petitions at 
the Divine Throne. 

| Secondly, The Nature of God's Anſwers. 

Thirdly, That we ſhould not conclude 
the Lord doth not regard us, it we are not 
| ſpeedily anſwered. 

Firſt, To begin with the firſt, "a 
Things may ſerve to encourage us to be- 
lieve, that we ſhall be favourably regarded 
in our Petitions at the Divine Throne. 
1. The ſpecial Love and Grace of God. 
The Saints are intereſted in the peculiar 
Favour of the moſt High; for having lo- 
ved them with an everlaſiing Love, there- 
fore with Loving-kindneſs he draws them ©, 
His Love to them is ſuch, that it has pre- 


* Jer. Xx. 3. . 
vailed 
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vailed with him to give his Son to them, 
and for them, which was the greateſt Gift 
that could be beſtowed upon” the Saints; 
from whence the Apoſtle concludes, that 
God will communicate all Things needful 
to us: He that ſpared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not 
with him alſo freely give us all Things s? 
We are eaſily perſuaded to grant a Favour 
to a Perſon for whom we have a particu- 
lar Reſpect; and much more may it be 
thought, that the Lord, who bears an in- 
finite Love to his People, will hear _ 
humble Supplications ro him, and give 
the Bleſſings which they ſhall aſk, 

2. Their Relation to God may juſtly be 
improved as an Argument that he will re- 
. gard their Prayer: They are his Chil- 
dren, and the Objects of his tendereſt 
Compaſſion. An earthly Parent, who is 
not become inhuman, will not be unmind- 
ful of the Petitions of his Child, when in 
Diftreſs, but will give Relief if he is able; 
then certainly, much more, our heavenly 
Father will not turn a deaf Ear to our Cries, 
and refuſe to grant us the neceſſary Fa- 
vours we crave at his Hand, 

3. Divine Promiſes may aſſiſt our Faith 
in this Thing. God calls upon us to at- 
tend to this OY of 8 and Promiſes 


fie. ix, 6, John iii. 16. E Rom. vui. 32. 
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to hear us; Ah, and it ſhall be given to 
you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it 
fall be opened 2 . We ought to cre- 
dit the Word of God, and upon a firm 
Perſuaſion of the Stability of his Promiſes of 
this kind, come bolaly to the Throne of his 
Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and you 
. Grace to help us in Time of neadi. 

4. The Glory of God himſelf is con- 
dene in communicating thoſe ſpiritual 
Favours to us for which we aſk; as well as 
the Conſolation of our Souls. The Happi- 
neſs of the Saints is inſeparably connected 
with Divine Honour, which is a wonder- 
ful Support to their F aith; for hence 
they may ſafely conclude upon their eter- 
nal Security. The Chriſtian's Fruitfulneſs 
is to the Glory of his God: Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much Fruit b. 
But the Commiſſion of Sin is to his Diſ- 
honour ; and therefore we have ſufficient 
Ground to hope, that the Lord will hear 
our Voice, and that bis Ears will be atten- 
Ti ve fo the Voice of our Supplications', when 
we pray for an increaſe of Grace, and the 
ſubduing of our Iniquity. _ 

5. The ſpiritual Prayers of the Saints 
are directed by the Holy Spirit, as has 
been already obſerved; it is he who makes 


b Mat. vii. 7. Feb. iv. 16. * John xv. 8. 
Pſal. xxx. 2. 3 
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Txterceſſion for us with unutterable Groan- 
ings, and this agreeable to the Will of God®. 
Now it may be juſtly concluded, that the 
Lord will attend to thoſe Cries of his Peo- 
ple which he influences them to, and an- 
ſwer thoſe Prayers in his own Way and 
Time that his Spirit enables them to put 
up to him. 8 
6. God has promiſed to give thoſe ſpi- 

ritual Bleſſings to his People which they 
pray to him for. It is impoſſible that our 
Prayers ſhould exceed, or equal Divine 
Promiſes. God hath engaged to pardon 
our Guilt, to juſtify our Perſons, to ſupport 
.and defend us, and to thoroughly ſanctity 
and cleanſe us: From all your Filthineſs, 
and from all your Idols, will I cleanſe you. 
He will give Grace and Glory; no good 
Thing will he with-bold from them that 
walk uprightly : More than which could 
not be promiſed, nor ever can be enjoyed; 
and therefore we have no Occaſion to ima- 
gine, that our Petitions of a ſpiritual Kind 
will not be anſwered, becauſe of their 
great Extent, for the Compaſs of our 
Prayers is not equal to that of the Divine 


Promiſes. 
F. Chriſt preſents our Supplications to 
God, which in themſelves are very mean, 


m Rom. viii. 25, 26. un Ezek. xxxvi, 25. 1 
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but they find Acceptance through him; 
he is the Interceſſor of the Saints at God's 
right Hand, and he ſtrengthens their Peti- 
tions to bim, by praying for them, and 
offering up their Prayers to the F ather, as 
perfumed with the ſweet Incenſe of his 

prevalent Interceſſion; and thus they come 
up before God with Approbation, which 
affords ſufficient Ground of Encouragement 
to believe, that we ſhall receive Anſwers 
of Peace from him, although we chatter 
but as @ Crane, or a Swallow”, when we 
pray unto him. 

Secondly, Some Things may be obſerved 
conterning the Nature of thoſe Anſwers, 
which God gives to our Prayers. 

1. Sometimes he anſwers very ſpeedily 
and quick; thus .he did Daniel, And 
whiles I was ſpeaking in Prayer, the Man 
Gabriel talked with me, and ſaid, O Da- 
nigl, 1 am now come forth to give thee Skill 
and Underſtanding; at the Beginning of thy 
Supplications the Commandment came forth. 
As ſoon as this Man of God began to pray 
to the Lord, a Commiſſion was given to 
the Angel Gabriel to go and comfort him, 
and inform him of the favourable De- 
ſigns he had about his People the Fews, 
who were then in Captivity. The Pfal- 
miſt deſired, and was favoured with a 


ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy Anſwer to his Prayer from God, In 
the Day when I call, anſwer me ſpeedily . 
In the Day when I cried thou anſwered 
— — Atrengtbenedſt me with Strength in 
2. It is the Pleaſure of the Lord, at 
ſome Seaſons, to defer giving us an An- 
ſwer to our Prayers: We may call, and 
not be ſenſible that we are regarded, for 
a conſiderable Time; this was the Caſe 
with the Church: Says ſhe, ſpeaking of her 
Beloved, I fought him, but I found him not; 
1 called bim, but be gave me no Anſwer *; 


which was a juſt Reproof for her ill Treat- 


ment of him. God's acting thus towards 
the Church, cauſed her bitterly to complain 
elſewhere, When 1 cry, and ſhout, he ſhut- 
teth out my Prayer: Thou haſt covered thy 
{elf with a Cloud, that our Prayers ſhould 
not paſs through . When God thus delays 
to anſwer our Petitions, let us not imagine 
that he is regardleſs of them, fince he has 
acted in this Manner by his Saints here- 
tofore, nor think of neglecting to call up- 
on him, but as enabled, wait patiently for 
him : The Viſion may be for an appointed 
Time, but at the End it ſhall ſpeak, it ſhall 
not ye; though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe 
it will ſurely come, it will not tarry*. God 


r Pfal. cii. 2. Pſal. cxxxviii. 3. t Cant. v. FI 
u Lam. iii. 8 — 44.  "Plal.xl.1i. * Habbak. ii. 3. 
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defers his Anſwer to exerciſe the Faith, 
Hope, and Patience, of his People. 

3. In ſome Inſtances the Lord's An- 
ſwers to the Saints Prayers have been di- 
rect and full: Thus David was not only 


immediately, but fully anſwered, or God 


ranted him that' very Favour he aſked. 
He had been guilty of Sin in numbring 


the People, and God, to ſhew his Reſent- 


ment, ſent the Peſtilence among them, 
which ſwept away Seventy Thouſand, and 
taught David, that the vaſt Multicude of 
his Subjects might ſoon be reduced to a 
very ſmall Number; upon this he confeſ- 
ſes his Sin, and earneſtly intreats of the 
Lord, to put a Stop to the Raging of the 
Plague, and is anſwered according to his 


'Defire?. 5 


4. Some Divine Anſwers to the Prayers 


of the Saints are not dire& and full, bur 


yet they are ſufficient and ſatisfactory. 
The Apoſtle, when he had a Thorn in his 
Fleſh, the Meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet 
him, he applies himſelf to God for Relief; 
he prays a firſt and ſecond Time and re- 


ceives no Anſwer, and the third God doth 


not grant him what he deſired, which was, 
that he might be delivered from his pre- 
ſent Diſtreſs, but the Anſwer given was, 
My Grace is. ſufficient for thee, my Strength 


Y 1 Chron, xxi. 28. 
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ſhall be made perfect in thy Weakneſs *, 
So that the Lord deferred to give any An- 
ſwer at all for a Time, and when he did 
it was not directly ſuited to the Apoſtles 
Prayer, but yet it was a gracious one, and 
fully ſatisfied Paul. God's all- ſufficient 
Grace is a ſufficient Support under the 
heavieſt Trials and Temptations; and 
therefore, if he doth not immediately de- 
liver us out of a particular Affliction, or 
from a particular Temptation, it will de 
enough if he is but pleaſed to ſay, My 
Grace is ſufficient 15 thee. This leads me 
to obſerve, 

Thirdly, That we ſhould not conclude 


the Lord is unmindful of our Prayers, if 


we do not receive an immediate and direct 
Anſwer from him in ſome Inſtances. 

As, 

1. When we are under great Afflictions 
we may earneſtly intreat the Lord to deli- 
ver us out of thoſe Diſtreſſes, but not 
have our Deſires ful filled. God deſigns to 
anſwer the beſt Purpoſes by afflicting of 
his Children. All Occurrences of Provi- 
dence, however afflictive they may be, work 
together for the Good of thoſe who love God, 

_ are the Called according to his Purpoſe®. 

He knows infinitely better than we do, 

what is beſt for us, whether Adverſity or 


2 Cor. Xii. 7, 8, 9. 2 Rom. viii. 28. 


pro- 
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Proſperity; He intends to wean us from 
this World, by the Troubles he ſuffers to 
invade us, and to bring us nearer to him- 
ſelf by all our Trials. When the wife 
Deſigns that he has in view in afflicting of 
us are brought about, he will tay bis Hand, 
and ſay it is enough. Since we are incapa- 
ble of forming a Judgment, when it will 
be proper that we ſhould be delivered our 
of any Affliction, we ought to aſk for ir 
with an entire Submiſſion to the Will of 
God; and if he continues it longer upon 
us than we imagine may be neceſſary to 
our Advantage, although we have fervent- 
ly pray'd for its Removal, let us not from 
thence infer, that God is unmindful of 
our Petitions, or that it is in vain to cal 
upon him. | 2118 
2. The ſame may be obſerved concern- 
ing a particular Temptation attending 
a Believer. All the Methods that Satan 
makes uſe of to provoke the People of God 
to commit Sin, are very diſtreſſing to their 
Souls; ſometimes when they are violently 
puſhed on to the Commiſſion of Evil, they 
conceive that it will be impoſſible for them 
to avoid it, which cauſes them to ſay, 
Lord ſave, or I periſh. A Saint may cry 
' earneſtly to God for a Deliverance from 
Temptation, and yet be ſuffered to labour 
under it for a conſiderable Time longer. 
But this is no Indication, that the Lord 
fs _ 
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is unmindful of our Petitions; he had a 
merciful Regard to Paul's Prayer, though 

he did not immediately free him from his 
Trouble. 

3. If a particular Evil which we may 
have often prayed againſt is nor ſubdued, 
ſo far as we expect it ſhould be, this is not 
to be improved as an Objection to the 
Lord's regarding ohr Prayer. To inſtance 
in Unbelief: The Believer, it may be, has 
been frequently thrown into deep Diſtreſs 
by the Prevalence of that Evil, not- 
withſtanding he has made a fervent Appli- 
cation to God, for the Strength and Pow- 
er of it to be reduced; and to his Apprehen- 
ſion it has been ſo, he has flattered himſelf 
it would never more gain ſuch Advantage 

againſt him, as formerly it did, but on a 
fadden he finds himſelf to be greatly mi- 
ſtaken ; for whereas but a little Time ſince 
he thought his Mountain ſtood ftrong, yet 
now, being under Divine Withdrawings, 
he is troubled®, not only loſes, in a great 
Meaſure, the Sweetneſs of thoſe gracious 
| Diſcoveries he has been favoured with, but 

alſo very much heſitates, whether thoſe 
Comforts were really from God or nor, is 
afraid that they were not the Produce of 
powerful Grace: Which may hold true of 
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other Evils, for ought I know, though I 
choſe to inſtance in this. 1 

4. If the Lord doth not give us ſuch a 
Degree of Comfort as we have intreated 
for, yet he may mercifully hear our Pray- 
er. It is the Pleaſure of God to favour 
ſome of his Children with much of his ſpi- 
ritual Preſence, ſo that their Conſolation 
aboundeth by Chriſt *. He gives to them 

clear and diſtin& Conceptions of his ever- 
laſting Love, and of the Deſigns of that 
Love; and alſo of the ſurprizing Steps 
which he has taken, in order to accompliſh 
thoſe Deſigns: He aſſiſts them to act a 
ſtrong and lively Faith on theſe Things: 
Thus they are bleſſed with an Eminency 
of Knowledge of, and Faith in, Zhe deep 
Things of God. Weaker Chriſtians may 
be diſcouraged becauſe their Experience is 
not ſo enlarged and ripened; eſpecially 
when they have applied to the Throne of 
Grace, and earneſtly prayed, that God's 
Comforts might in the ſame Manner delight 
their Souls *, But we ought to conſider, 
that in God's Family there are ſome Fa- 
thers, of ſuch who are more grown and 
experienced; and, that there are young 
Men and Babes, whoſe Acquaintance with 
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heavenly Myſteries is not ſo great. Chriſt 
hath Lambs, as well as full grown Sheep, 
in his Fold, un under his Care; theſe he 
acts tenderly towards, for he gathers them 
with his Arms, and carries them in his Bo- 
ems. Now, if we are not equal in Un- 
derſtanding and Faith to ſome Believers 
or, if we are not Fathers in God's Houſe, 
this ſhould nor diſcourage us, bur rather. 
we ought to be thankful, that we are 
Babes in Chriſt; or chat we do partake of 
the ſame Life and Grace with thoſe who 
are Fathers, though not in the ſame De- 
gree. | | 
5. If our Gifts are not enlarged equal to 
our Deſires, we are not to infer from 
thence, that the Lord is regardleſs of our 
Prayers. A Believer, when he has a live- 
ly Senſe of Chriſt's Love to him, and his 
Heart glows with Love to Chriſt, he may 
ardencly defire ſuch a Communication of 
Gifts from him that might fit him for 
eminent Service, and yet not have theſe 
| Defires anſwered ; this is no Objection to 
God's favourably accepting of them. As 
David's Deſire, and Intention to build an 
Houſe for the Lord, was approved of by 
him, ſo theſe Deſires of his People, to be 
forniſhed with ſuch Gifts as would render 
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them extenſively uſeful, are far from be- 
ing unacceptable to him, although he may 
not deſign them to that extenſive Uſeful- 
neſs; as he did not intend that David 
ſhould erect his Temple, though he ap- 
proved of his Inclination to do it. 
6. God may not ſee meet to make us of 

that Service in the World, and in the 
Church, which we deſire to be; but nei- 
ther ſhould this occafion us to think he is 
unmindful of our Petitions. He is reſol- 
ved upon carrying on his own Intereſt, in 
ſpite of all Oppoſition; and he makes uſe 
of what Inſtruments he pleaſes in doing it. 
Sometimes he effects the moſt wonderful 
Things by ſuch Means that we ſhould 
imagine are very unlikely to be attended 
with Succeſs; nay, which certainly would 
not be, but that they are uſed by Omni- 
potence, which puts Efficacy into the 
Means it uſes, how much ſoever they may 
ſeem unſuited to the Nature of the Work 
for which they are deſigned. It may be 
the Pleaſure of the Lord to make ſome of 
his Servants more eminently ſerviceable in 
his Intereſt than others, co whom they are 
far inferior in Gifts; this he does to hide 
Pride from Man, and to teach us, that 
whatever our Abilities be, the Succeſs at- 
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tending the Exerciſe of them is wholly 
from God, If we are not of that Service 
which we deſire to be, it ought to keep 
us humble; but we ſhould not fink into 
Diffidence and Unbelief on that Ac- 
COUNT. | 

The Lord may not ſee it proper to an- 
ſwer us in theſe Particulars mentioned, in 
that Manner or Degree which we could 
be glad of; but hence we ought not to 
infer, that our Prayers are unacceptable to 
him, or that he will not hear us, in what 
more immediately concerns our Welfare 
and Happineſs. The Reaſon of which is 
plainly this, he hath not given us ſuch 
clear Evidence of his Deſigns concerning 
us in theſe Things, as he has given of his 
kind Thoughts about us, reſpecting our 
Felicity hereafter. The Divine Word doth 
not inform us, how far we ſhall be afflict- 
ed and tempted whilſt here; nor how far 
Sin. ſhall be ſubdued, or what Degrees of 
Grace we ſhall have, how large our Gifts 
ſhall be, nor of what Service we ſhall be 
in this World, but it gives us clear Evi- 
dence concerning thoſe Things which re- 

late to our eternal State ; ſuch as, 
1. The Knowledge we have of ous 
Danger and. Miſery by Nature. Whilſt 
Men are unregenerate they are inſenſible 
of their ſpiritual Yretchedneſs and Miſery, 
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and Poverty, and - Blindneſs, and Nated-' 
neſs ; they imagine themſelves 10 be rich, 
and increaſed with Goods, and to have need | 
of nothing © ; in their own Eſteem they are 
whole, and bave no need of the Phyſician '; 
but when born again, or divinely enlight- t 
ned, they behold the exceeding Corrup- I 
tion of their Nature”, the great Tranſ- g 
greſſions of their Lives", their own Inability 1 
to perform any Duty in an acceptable / 
Manner, the Neceſſity of a perfect Righ- { 
teouſneſs, in order to Juſtification before : 
God, and the Imperfection that attends 1 
their own, that it's no better than f/thy” c 
| - Rags”; hence they conclude, that they i 
are entirely undone 1n themſelves, or irre- 7 
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bh, coverably loſt, unleſs Divine Favour in- 
= terpoſes, and prevents their ſinking into 
1 eternal Ruin. 

2. The Apprehenſions we have of Chriſt: 
as a Saviour. An Acquaintance with the 
excelling Glory of his Perſon is a free 
Gift a. The Knowledge of his Merits be- 
ing the only and effectual procuring Cauſe 
of the Remiſſion of Sins; of his Righteouſ- 
neſs, as being available to, and the alone 
Matter of a Sinner's Juſtigeation before 
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God ; and a Senſe of the Fulneſs of his 
Grace being ſolely equal co the Supply of 
our ſpiritual Needs, are owing to the In- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit upon us *. 
3. An entire Dependance on him, as 
thus ſuited to our Caſe, is an Effect of 
powerful Grace; for he expreſly tells us, 
That no Man can come to him, except the 
Father, which hath ſent him, draw him. 
And therefore if we. have experienced 
ſuch a Work, we may be aſſured that we 
are paſſed from Death to Life *, or are 
ſpiritually guzckened, though we were onee 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins s; and may 
ſay with Manoab's Wife, If the Lord were 
pleaſed to kill us, he would not have recei- 
ved @ Burnt-Offering, and a Meat-Ofer- 
ing at our Hands; neither would he have 
ſhewed us all theſe Things, nor would, as 
at this Time, have told us ſuch Things as 
theſe x. It will be no Preſumption to 
conclude, that God has loved us with an 
everlaſting Love, if he has thus drawn 
us with Loving-Kinaneſs' ; or, that God 
has predeſtinated us to become conformed 
to the Image of his Son; for he has real- 
ly begun to accompliſh ſuch. a gracious 
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Decree upon us, and will fully perfect 


it. Our Confidence hereof is ſecurely 
built upon the never-failing Founda- 
tion of his unalterable Love, and ſteddy 
Purpoſe *; Being confident of this very 
Thing, that he which hath begun a good 
Work in you will perform it, until the 
Day of Chriſt *, when he will preſent us 
faultleſs before the Preſence of his * | 
with exceeding 7 72 
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